
September 2004 Sacramento Valley Soaring Society Volume 15, No. 9

President’s Column
By Joan Nolte

The Eagle’s Nest

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE SACRAMENTO VALLEY SOARING SOCIETY

Continued on page 7

down the equipment. Bob McGowan
won the contest. What brought Bobby
to Sacramento for a club contest was
the Hand Launch Fun-Fly we had pre-
ceding the club contest. The H/L was
run by Scott Woodward. The pilots
had such a good time we decided to
have another one before the September
contest. Thanks to Scott for volunteer-
ing to run both H/L Fun Flys.
Hopefully there won’t be so much
wind this time. Frank Schlosser will be
the CD of the September 11 club con-
test. Hand Launch begins at 9 a.m. and
club contest starts at 10 a.m. 

The Competition Policy has been
published again for 3 reasons: 
1) For club members who have joined

since the January publication. 
2) For all club members to be remind-

ed that your two lowest contests are

thrown out not just one as shown on
the current standings. If you want to
know where you stand, subtract
another low score from your total. 

3) To inform non-club members that
only club members to qualify for an
end-of-year awards.
In August we had a backwards club

meeting. We had the program before
the business meeting. Rich Hanschu
gave a super demonstration of a post-
flight analysis of a couple of his flights
in full size sailplanes. Thank you Rich!  

Come to the September meeting on
Tuesday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m. in
the SMUD building (6201 S Street,
Sacramento) Jim Heffelfinger will be
showing a DVD on Dynamic Soaring.
Bring Show and Tell.

Rich Hanschu showing instrumenta-
tion uses on full size sailplanes dur-
ing his very interesting presentation
at the August club meeting.

Last month in my article, I said A.J.
won the Junior Class at the Gambler’s
Gala. It was Robin McGowan that
won. Sorry Robin, I should remember
“Girls Rule.”

Ron McElliott, our VP in charge of
the field is waiting for a liver trans-
plant. Kip Geisler and Cameron Clarke
are keeping the grass down. I know
Ron has been out to the field. I would
not be surprised if he is still riding
around on the mower. Hope you move
up that waiting list fast Ron, so you
can come out and fly.

The metal roofing for the shade
structure has been ordered and should
be delivered by the end of August. 

Tom Carmody was the CD of the
August club contest. Dudley did the
scoring again. Thanks to Tom, Dudley
,and everyone who set up and tore

Club
Contest

Saturday, Sept. 11
CD, Frank Schlosser

Pilot’s Meeting 9:45 a.m.

Events
There will be a

Handlaunch Fun Fly
at 9:00 a.m.

The regular thermal con-
test follows at 10 a.m.

Club
Meeting

•
Tuesday, Sept. 21

7:00 p.m.
SMUD Building
6201 S Street
Sacramento

•
Program: Jim Heffelfinger

will present a DVD on
Dynamic Soaring

•
Show and Tell & Raffle

Please try to attend this meeting.
Important issues to be discussed.
Lots of fun to be had.
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Before the meeting was called to
order, Richard Hanshu had a program
for us about Cross Country Soaring—
Full Scale. He showed charts from the
GPS and PC he used in his flights
around the Mt. Shasta area. The GPS
and PC are used for flight planning,
during the flight for navigation, and
after the flight for ground review.
These GPS units are now small enough
for use in our scale models.

Attending this meeting was a guest
and prospective new member, Matt
McMenamin.

The meeting was called to order by
President Joan Nolte at 8:05 p.m.
There were twelve members present.
There was no July meeting or minutes
and the June minutes were approved
as written in the July newsletter.

The Treasurer’s report was given by
Joan Nolte as follows:

June: $3500.00
Spring Fling added $24l6.00 with an

August balance of $5838.00 The
report was approved by the member-
ship.

We still need to purchase roof mate-
rial for the shade structure.

Flying Field Report:
Rich Hanshu wanted anybody who

found an equipment problem to please
send him an e-mail to that effect. We
need to order #30 line for the large
winches and #21 for the six volt winch.
We’ve been using the #21 line for the
large winches, that's why it breaks as
often as it does.

Old Business:
Joan reported that the cost of the

roof material for our shelter went up
so we are still looking.

Neil and Joan attended the
Grasslands Park meeting and found
that there is a possibility there will be
a new entrance that could take all the
traffic through our parking area. An
obvious problem for us all. Joan
asked that more members attend the
meeting to put forth a show of interest.

SVSS had a large turnout at the
Gamblers’ Gala in Minden and Robin
McGowan won the Jr. Class.
Everybody knows who won every-
thing else, the McGowans cleaned up.

The hand launch contest at our
August contest was a hit despite the
windy weather. Everyone thought

Minutes of the SVSS Meeting, August l7, 2004
Submitted by Bill Curry, Stand-in Secretary

Another One from Phil Bauer
The August contest was held on the

14th with a good turn out despite the
windy conditions.

After checking the wind speed it
was decided to proceed with the con-
test as planned. The nine and eleven
minute flights would be a challenge
for all but the best flyers. The rounds
were taken in order (3-11-5-9) which
gave everyone the same air and wind
per task.

Despite grumbling about the land-
ing task weeks before the contest, most
everyone at the contest enjoyed the
challenge. Essentially, you only
received a landing score if you had 80
or better. If you want to win at ther-
mal duration, you’ve got to excel at
landing.

The big winners were: Bobby
McGowan in Expert; Kip Geisler in
Sportsman; Neil Nolte for Grey Cup.

Many thanks to Dave London and
Corey for working the winches and JT
for setting up the landing tapes. As
always, Joan and Dudley did their
usual above and beyond for the con-
test. I appreciate all the support I
received and would like to volunteer
to be the CD every August. Thanks,
Tom Carmody

August
Contest Report

By Tom Carmody, CD

we should do it again. These special
events should be announced early
enough to be put on the events calen-
dar and the website.

New Business:
The annual awards banquet will be

December 14, 2004 at the Cattlemen’s,
Folsom Blvd. and Hazel and Hwy. 50.

Ron McElliott may be having a liver
transplant. Rich Hanschu has more
information.

Show and Tell:
Ed Lockhart showed us an ASW 27

he bought at Los Banos.
Raffle:
Neil Nolte drew l7 tickets at once

due to time constraints on the room.
Too many winners to list. There were
multiple winners like Corey Newman
and Neil Nolte who bought many tick-
ets. Thanks guys for the donations to
our treasury.

Meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. sharp.
See you all at the Sept. 21 meeting.
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SVSS Competition Policy
Under AMA Guidelines
(Dates cited are from general meeting minutes

as posted in the newsletter the following month.)
SVSS will hold a contest the second Saturday of the month unless otherwise

noted in the newsletter. (Oct. 2001)
There will be nine contests that count for season points, March – November.

(Feb. 96)
A contest will be postponed for any of the following reasons: rain lighting, fog

or wind of 18 mph or more. (Dec. 93) In the event of a postponement, the contest
will be held on the following Saturday. If weather conditions are still unsafe, the
contest is cancelled for the month. (Sept. 93)

The contest entry fee will be $8 (Jan. 2004 except for juniors (under 16) which
will be $2. (April 2003)

Season point classes are the pilot classes of Expert, Sportsmen, Novice (no 
high-tech planes allowed in Novice) (Apr. 92), and Gray Cup age 60 or older (Feb.
99). Airplane classes are optional each month such as RES and 2-Meter (Sept. 99). 

Season points are calculated by awarding the first place pilot 100% and nor-
malizing all other scores. (Jan. 93) *The two lowest scores of the year will be
thrown out for each pilot. (Nov. 92) 

Small rally plaques will be awarded monthly to the top three places in each
class.

At the end of the season, up to four of the top scoring *SVSS club members in
each class will be awarded a trophy. (Apr. 92/Dec. 2000 precedent) In the event
of a tie, both places will receive a trophy and the next lower place will be dropped.
(Apr. 92)  

The Spring Fling will not count towards season points. (Feb. 96)
The Executive Board may move a pilot up a class by a majority vote if the pilot’s

end of the year score exceeds the limits set by the board. (Nov. 92) 
86-100%  Expert            66-85%  Sportsman             0-65%  Novice

If 7 or more contests have been flown in a class, the pilot may stay in that class
for the season, but may be required to move up the next season. (Nov. 92)

Revised-Aug. 2004

Seven pilots battled 15 m.p.h.
breezes to compete in the first ever
SVSS  DLG  contest. At least six other
pilots chose to watch and learn as the
hardy competed. Four rounds were
flown between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. The
rounds were explained to the pilots
and timers at the beginning of each
round. Help was provided with scor-
ing at the end of each round.

Bobby McGowan showed his skill in
all 4 rounds, but especially in the Task
3, the all up last down task, where he
launched in the upwind corner of the
field, caught lift, and chased to the
downwind corner of the field to win
the Task. His total disregard for his
socks on the 400 yard run was inspira-
tional. Kip Geisler was showing good
form throughout the Tasks and nearly
won the contest. Paul Ferradas was in
contention despite losing some time
flying in Task 2 with a low battery.

Craig Allen was still throwing mon-
ster launches in the Task  4 while oth-
ers appeared to be fading from
fatigue. Ralph Gustafson was learning
on the fly and improved his technique
by shadowing the top pilots. John
Lundgren and myself discovered the
strength rating of our tail booms, John
at least making it to Task 2, unlike
myself.

SVSS DLG-2 will take place
September 11 at 9 a.m. Pilots meeting
at 8:45 a.m. Get your ship trimmed
and ready for action, see ya there!

Bobby McGowan                           668
Kip Geisler                                      647
Paul Ferradas                                  580
Craig Allen                                     468
Ralph Gustafson                            372
John Lundgren                               275
Scott Woodward                               25

HELP!
Your editor is always in need of

stories, ads, photos, etc. Help fill
our newsletter with interesting
material. 

Please send to Mike Clancy at
wb6zhd@aol.com

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

August DLG-1 C Contest Results
By Scott Woodward

Aerotowing at
Montague CA 

This was sent to your editor by someone
named Randy. I’m sorry I didn’t get his
last name. He also sent some nice photos
which I’ll run periodically.

I got a chance to sneak down to the
2nd annual Montague scale aero-
tow/cross country event today. Much
thanks to Mike Gee for putting togeth-
er a very fun and relaxing event. Also,
thank you to Gene Hagene (Sorry if I
slaughtered your last name, Gene) and
Walt Torgensen for providing smooth
tows!

Thanks also, to Dean Gradwell for
opening up his hangar and facilities
for the weekend. Tony Elliot was in
attendance, with all of his MONSTER
birds! My 13 year old daughter was
with me and Tony noticed she looked
a little bored, so he was gracious
enough to set up his laptop so Chelsie
could watch “The Matrix” in Dean’s
hangar while we flew. Thanks, Tony!!!

I am not sure, but I believe that Jim
Thomas stole the show in the XC por-
tion of the day (we had to leave at 1:00
p.m.). As we were driving North back
to Oregon, we caught up with “JT”
and Frank Schlosser (his driver)
“screaming” along, trying to keep up
with the blinding speed of his Flair K8.
What a show off, Jim! He He He.
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Some action from the Discus
Launch Glider (DLG) contest

flown prior to the August ther-
mal contest. The event proved
quite popular drawing 10 con-
testants including a few who
came just for the handlaunch
contest.

T om Carmody shown here
taking photos of some of

“his contestants.” Tom was CD
of the August contest and did a
creditable job for his first time.
The contest was hampered by
pretty windy conditions but
everyone flew and only two
planes were damaged. Rich
Hanschu did a fine job of
repairing the numerous broken
winch and retriever lines. 

Scott Woodward didn’t get
enough of the wind at the

DLG contest he CD’d. Here
Scott got caught “stuffing huge
amounts of lead” into his ther-
mal ship. Ballasting thermal
airplanes for wind is a real art
and what you think you see is
not necessarily what really is.
As in “I wonder how much lead
he has in his plane?”

SVSS Picture
Gallery


