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Notice!
SVSS

Club Contest
Saturday October 8

CD, Dave London
Pilot’s Meeting 9:45 a.m.

1st Flight, 10:00 a.m.
Events

To Be Announced
Explanation at pilot’s meeting

Points normalized to 1000
Entry fee: $8.00

Well, I think summer has at last bit
the bullet.  I am looking forward to a
few rainy days so that I can do a little
building and repairing.  

At the last club meeting I was told
that our field has gotten a little thirsty
as there has been no water since about
the middle of September.  We have
been attempting to contact both Yolo
County and the folks that did the
repair work so that we can get things
back in order.  

I also heard at the meeting that our
own Ed Lockhart is pretty under the
weather so I’m sure a call or an e-mail
might brighten his day a little.

Our last meeting was, to say the
least, a little under-attended. One
member present actually brought up
the possibility of changing the month-
ly meetings to quarterly meetings if

the trend continues.  It is very dis-
heartening to take the time planning,
scheduling, and/or presenting to have
so few people show up.  The past two
months Ed Granger presented two
very timely and informative modeling
discussions to fewer people at both
meetings combined than we used to
have at a single meeting. As a club we
need to decide if the monthly meeting
is something we want SVSS to contin-
ue with.  I am sure it is something
that the new board will give serious
consideration.

Now, speaking of the new board,
here is one last request to fill a couple
of slots for next year’s board. As
always, the position of president is still
open as well as secretary.  It may be
that for the first time in SVSS history
we will start a new year without a
complete board.  I know that most

people really don’t want to work any
harder in a fun club than they have to
(so that they can have fun), but a club
without leadership is an organization
doomed to extinction (that is a science-
type term meaning that it is going to
fall apart).  

Several people on this year’s board
have agreed to stay on in their same
positions and at least one in a different
capacity.  Well, so much for my less-
than-subtle approach to filling the
remaining board positions.

Back to the September meeting!
Scott Woodward was unable to attend
this month, so I will be presenting
some abbreviated meeting minutes.  

There were two brand new club
members present.  One new member
was Ken Seymour who not too long
ago retired from the Navy where he

President’s Message
By Ron Kucera

Neil Nolte—2nd Place Grey Cup, Joan Nolte—1st Place Grey Cup, Jim Kirstine
—3rd Place Expert, Bruce Moore—1st Place Expert, Scott Meader—1st Place
Master, Bob McGowan—2nd Place Master, Bill Curry—3rd Place Grey Cup,
Richard Hanschu—3rd Place Master, Mehrdad Amir—2nd Place Expert, Dave
Finberg—1st Place Sportsman. Joan beat hubby Neil by 1 point for the Grey
Cup win. Nice going Joan!
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The Eagle’s Nest
Published monthly by the Sacramento
Valley Soaring Society.

Purpose
SVSS is a social organization
whose purpose is to promote the
efficient use of radio controlled
model sailplanes. SVSS is an AMA
chartered club (Number 2752).
Membership is open to the general
public.

SVSS Officers for 2005
President Ron Kucera

916 686 2661
Secretary Scott Woodward

916 681 2259
Treasurer Stan Scharosch

916 987 1173
V.P. Competition Scott Meader

916 660 9080
V.P. Field Kipp Geisler

707 693 1771
V.P. Equipment Rich Hanschu

530 759 9892
Club Instructor Dave London

916 944 3948
New Member Kipp Geisler
Mentor 707 693 1771
Web Master Dudley Dufort

916 991 1266
Newsletter Editor Mike Clancy

415 897 2917
Related Websites

http://www.svss.org
http://www.modelaircraft.org
http://www.silentflight.org

Monthly Meetings
SVSS general membership meet-
ings are usually held each month
in Sacramento, California.  Our
club meetings are open to the pub-
lic, and visitors are always encour-
aged to attend. The meetings are
held on the fourth Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. at SMUD,
6201 S St., Sacramento

Club rules
1.  Have fun.
2.  See rule #1.

AMA
Membership in the Academy of
Model Aeronautics is required prior
to flying in any SVSS organized
event or using any SVSS equip-
ment.

Field
The SVSS flying site is located at
Yolo County Grasslands Regional
Park south of Davis, CA.

Contests
Monthly contests are usually held
on the second Saturday of the
month at 10 a.m.  Beginners and
spectators are always welcome.

Training
Training is usually on the Saturday
following the monthly contest.

Editor’s Corner
Just  a  Great  Time!

By Mike Clancy

First I would like to apologize for this late issue of the
“Eagle’s Nest.” I’ve had a lot of family business to deal with
this month in addition to getting ready for Visalia.

With Marty Falarski’s help I managed to get my
Tsunami repaired (Jim Kirstine-collision damage),
repainted and test flown in time for Visalia. I’m

happy to report that even without a test flight at the
contest site the plane did well—got all the flight

times. The pilot, however, wasted lots of points
attempting to score on landings. We finished
39th in Unlimited and 2nd in Grey Cup.

Next month I will have extensive coverage of
the “Fall Soaring Festival.” Twenty SVSS mem-
bers participated and I believe we all had a very

nice time.
There were very few accidents, lots of thermals, lots of that “one round Visalia

sink” which really changed the standings each round, and the usual wining and din-
ing with old friends. I have attended 30 FSF’s and they all seem to have one thing in
common: no sooner than the contest is over, I can hardly wait for the next one.

One of the most important things about this contest is meeting old friends and
acquaintances that you don’t regularly see during the year. It seems like the social
aspect of the contest gets stronger with each passing year, especially since each year
there are folks who were not able to attend or that have passed on.

Here is a quick initial report of SVSS standings: in Unlimited, Jim Thomas 13th,
Mehrdad Amir 15th, Joan Nolte 21st, Shawn Lenci 22nd, Marty Falarski 25th, Mike
Clancy 39th, Paul Ferradas 40th, Bruce Moore 46th, Bill Curry 54th, Neil Nolte 62nd,
Scott Meader 79th, Nick Kassem 81st, Kevin Webb 84th, Kasra Naghshineh 92nd, Bob
Huff 95th, Jim Rolle 98th, Ron Lenci 150th, Craig Allen 167th. In 2 Meter: Mehrdad
Amir 6th, Dave Finberg 17th. RES: Scott Allen 4th, Ed Granger 42nd, Craig Allen 63rd.

SVSS Preliminary Financial Statement
September, 28  2005

1. Checking Acccount Income Expenses
Starting Balance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,616.53

Expenditures
RC Soaring Digest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
American Red Cross Donation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $225.00
Neil (Stamps, newsletters)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $37.00
Dave Finberg (Mower Gas)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30.41
Ron  (Field Supplies)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $31.38
Porta Potty (Spring Fling)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $262.05
Porta Potty (Monthly Service)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $116.97
Dudley  ( Pump Repair)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500.00
Richard Hanschu (Equipment)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $207.49

Total Expenditures  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,460.30
Balance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $156.23

Income
Pump Donations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
August Contest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $225.00

Total Income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $275.00
Ending Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $431.23

2. Savings Account  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $736.21
Total Operating Funds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,167.44
Increase (decrease) in operating funds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .( $2,185.30)

Pump Fund Accounting Included in Monthly Statement
Prior Balance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,655.00
Monthly Donations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $90.00
Total Donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,745.00
Pump Payment (Dudley)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,200.00
Pump Payment (Dudley)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500.00
Total Payments to Dudley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,700.00

Ending Pump Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ($955.00)
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Minutes of the Meeting,
SVSS, October 2005
By Scott Woodward, Secretary
Scott was unable to attend the

meeting. President Ron Kucera
included notes from the meeting in
his monthly President’s Column.

In my travels I get to meet lots of RC
sailplanes, and their owners. It amazes
me how little we all know about trim
and balance.

So often I see a plane flying that I
know is way out of balance.  It bal-
loons, lands like a rocketing rock, and
falls out of low-speed, down-wind
turns, or just ends up in a tree some-
where with its owner saying, “I don’t
get it, it just wouldn’t turn!”

When I ask about how they bal-
anced their sailplanes, they say, “Just
where the plan said!”

Aside from the science involved in
determining Center of Gravity, Center
of Pressure and all those other cool
terms, I find that to get a sailplane to
fly at its optimum, you have to get the
lead out.

After balancing one fella’s plane,
which moved its “balance” point back
about a full 1-1/2” from what the plan
showed, I asked him a simple ques-
tion. You see that your plane flys the
same at virtually any speed, it doesn’t
porpoise, and it lands super slow, it
turns on a dime and shows the small-
est thermal, but its balanced way
behind what the plan shows.  Are you
going to put the lead back in so it bal-
ances where the plan showed, so it
flies goofy again?  He said yes he
would because the designer must
know the right spot to balance it at,
since he designed it.

So he put all the lead back in and
proceeded to put it in the top of a tree
on the subsequent flight.  Go figure.

I hear guys say things like, “I like
my plane a little nose heavy, it makes

it more stable.”  Or, “If you get the bal-
ance point too far back, it gets too
twitchy.”

The first statement implies that
“more stable” is a good thing, so we
should all fly an unbalanced plane.
The second statement has a negative
connotation, because of the word
“twitchy.”

The “more stable” statement implies
that the guy has through trial and
error found the farthest balance point
back behind or at the “neutral” balance
point, then added lead to the nose to
get it just right.  Which he didn’t. Guys
like this add lead to get the plane to
balance slightly ahead of where the
plan showed—really nose heavy.  A
plane balanced forward of the neutral
point, takes more elevator to get the
nose to raise, as in when you are low
and slow, going down wind. That con-
dition causes you to add more up to
get that heavy nose to raise when there
is very little air for your elevator to
react against, causing you to pull even
more elevator.  All that up causes the
airflow to stop traveling over the sur-
face, which causes a “snap roll,” what
other guys would blame on a “tip
stall.”

The second statement has a negative
connotation because of the word
“twitchy.”  How about substituting a
different word—and stating that a
neutrally balanced sailplane is “con-
trollable”?  Doesn’t sound like a bad
thing now does it?  So if when the
plane is “balanced” it doesn’t need
much up elevator to raise the nose,
you can reduce the travels or use dual
rates to “calm” the plane down at high
speeds.

You’ve heard of the “Dive
Test”—probably the dumbest thing
anyone ever came up with for check-
ing balance.  I hear modelers talk
about it saying that when the plane is
nose heavy, it will cause the model to
pull up quickly and one that is neu-

“Gordy’s Sailplane Balancing System”
By Gordy Stahl

Continued on Page 7

Left to right; Bob McGowan, Jim Kirstine, Perry Fruge and John Fruge. These
flyers from other clubs add interest and income to our contests. Bob is hold-
ing his Hobby Club “Onyx.” It is a nice flying machine and is less than half
the cost of the current crop of European molded sailplanes.


