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President’s Message
By Marty Falarski

If you like to fly RC gliders then you had to love this last month. It started off with the annual gathering of the RC clan
in Visalia and the two day contest. Some of us got there a few days early and had a chance to relax and enjoy what is
for that area actually nice weather. Visalia is always a great contest to participate in with over 160 pilots from all over
the country flying In Open, RES, and 2-meter. SVSS did very well this year with three pilots in the top ten, Jim Tho-
mas, Bob Huff, and Scott Meader. Bobby and Scott actually tied for 10 place, and Neil Nolte was right in there with a
16 place finish. It was fun to see all of the SVSS club members flying and to hang out with them after the rounds and
discuss how close we all came to hitting our landings.

Visalia was followed up with our own club contest on October 12 which saw a big turn out and great weather for flying
once again at our site. Scott Meader took the overall trophy followed by Jim Thomas, Bill Curry, Dudley Dufort and
Neil Nolte. Positions for the year end trophies are starting to become clearer but it looks like it will take the November
contest to determine who the winners are in each group.

Jim Thompson CD the Nostalgia contest on October 24 which saw 30 pilots show up to fly an amazing assortment of
nostalgia and RES planes. The entry fee for the contest was canned food and judging by the amount of food we had to
contribute the club was ore then generous. This was a great contest and one worth repeating every year. Bill Curry won
and is now a step closer to his LSF V rating.

The final event of the month will be the cross country contest at Cal Valley the weekend of October 31 and Nov 2. As
with all Cal Valley cross country events special plans are being made regarding the meals and the refreshments. This
time of the year the weather should be great for a contest there.

The club has decided to try to move up our annual renewal process to track with the AMA renewal process and also get
info into YOLO County for our parking passes which will expire Jan 1, 2010. So do yourself a favor and send in your
renewal form as soon as you can and we will get you the new parking pass just as quickly.

The SVSS Annual Awards dinner will be December 12
Ron Kucera to reserve your place for this great event.

We also are in the process of electing club officers for 2010. The candidates are:

President: Mart Falarski

Treasure: Stan Scharosch

Secretary: Mike Mier

VP Contest: Jim Rolle

VP Equipment: Jonathan Heritage

VP Field: Rich Beardsley & Kipp Geisler

Safety Officer: Rich Beardsley

Editor: Dudley Dufort

Club Instructors: Cameron Clarke & Dave London

We will be voting on the candidates during the club meeting right after the November 14 contests.

It has been a great month for RC pilots at SVSS made possible by all of the hard work everyone puts in to keep our
field and equipment ready for contests. The club should be very proud of all it accomplished this last month.

My hat is off to all of the Nostalgia owners. Those are some very beautiful planes.
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Soaring Society.

Purpose
Founded in 1989, SVSS is a social organiza-
tion whose purpose is to promote the safe
and skillful operation of radio controlled
model sailplanes. SVSS is an AMA char-
tered club, number 2752. Membership is
open to the general public.

President Marty Falarski
510-547-5144

Secretary Kipp Geisler
707-693-1771

Treasurer Stan Scharosch
919-987-1173

V.P. Contests Jim Rolle
707-762-5447

V.P. Field Rich Beardsley
707-455-8279
Bill Curry

925-838-1998
Jonathan Heritage
530-756-4931
Dave London

V.P. Equipment

New Member

Mentor 916-944-3948

Instructor Dave London
916-944-3948

Instructor Cameron Clarke

916-596-0986
Dudley Dufort
916-991-1266

Web Master /
Newsletter Editor

Monthly Meetings
SVSS general membership meetings are held
at the SVSS field. They follow the nine
monthly club contest on alternate months
beginning in March. If the club contest is
postponed so is the meeting. Our meetings
are open to the public and visitors are always
welcome and encouraged to attend.
Contests
Monthly contests are held on the second Sat-
urday of the month at 10:00 AM. Beginners
and spectators are always welcome.
AMA
Membership in the Academy of Model Aero-
nautics is required prior to flying in any
SVSS organized event or using and SVSS
equipment.
Club Rules
1. Have fun
2. Seerule #1

Nest
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By Dudley Dufort
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2010 parking permits. PLEASE READ the article on page 4.
Your permit will expire in less than 60 days. Now is the time
to do something about that.

gunna our very

We want to encourage everyone to attend the awards dinner in
December. Ron Kucera has gone to a lot of trouble in secur-

ing a location for us to gather and celebrate another successful
year for our club. We always have a good turnout and a great
ti me. Donét miss out

Ronds announcement i s on

P 4
Eight Down - One to Go

The monthly club contests are the focal point of club activity
throughout the year. The last contest of 2009 is scheduled for
Saturday November 14.

The minutes of the July club meeting are published here. We
covered a lot of territory and the notes are quite extensive
especially in regards to Safety Issues. Due to space con-
straints, the minutes of the September meeting will appear in
the November edition.

October was a busy month. We usually see a lot of club activ-
ity during the springtime. But it seems like every weekend in
October offered something at our field. SVSS hosted a Cross
Country contest organized by Ron McElliott the last weekend

of September. We saw a great turnout and some remarkable
flying. The next big XC event will be at California Valley on
the first weekend of November. Oh Boy!! Then there was
the fADamn you Beardsleyo cl
report is on page 5. Jim Thompson organized a Nostalgia
contest on Saturday the 24th. It was a fund raiser for the Yolo
County Food Bank. Cash and canned goods were donated to
help the needy. I't was a R
that it should become an annual event. Hear! Hear! Bill

Curry was especially happy that he attended. Bill took first
overall to nail his third LSF Level 5 contest win! Congratula-
tions Bill.
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November 2009
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SVSS Key Dates
11/14 Last Club Contest

Happy Birthdays

Manuel McLure - 11/1
Bill Home - 11/1
Bill Rinkleib - 11/2
Chuck Farruggia - 11/6
Rudy Schenider - 11/10
Don Anthony - 11/11
Steve hence - 11/13
Neil Nolte - 11/14
Dave Finberg - 11/15
Peter Dannenfelser - 11/26
Shawn Lenci - 11/29

Wed Thu Fri Sat

4 5 6 7

11 12 13 14
Club Con-
test

18 19 20 21

25 26 27 28

Awards Banquet- 12/12
Buy Tickets NOW!

I have made dinner arrangements for SVSS once again at the Dixon Cattle-
mends for our 2vaR Wur @lendar fak Saturday, Daseend]| .
ber 12, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Like just about everything else in the
world today, it is a little more expensive than last year but not a lot. Every-
thing on the list is at $30.00 with tax and tip included. Hors d'oeuvres will be
provided once again by SVSS (remember how great they were last year -
almost didn't need the main course to go away full and happy). All entrees
will include baked potato, vegetables, all you can eat salad, sourdough bread,
ranch style beans, and coffee or tea. Our choices this year are New York
steak, petite filet mignon, baby back pork ribs, chicken kabob, or "western
cut" prime rib.

Please mail you requests to;
Ron Kucera

5900 Matina Drive

Elk Grove, CA 95757

Make your checks payable to SVSS.
Hope to see many of you there to celebrate our top fliers and another success-

ful year for SVSS.

Ron
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“GiRtDon e ” Renew Now

Your annual parking pass to the Yolo County Grasslands Regional Park will expire on December
31, 2009. Which, coincidently is the expiration date of your membership in SVSS. By renewing
your club membership early you can be assured of getting your 2010 parking pass by January 1st
2010. That way youdll enjoy continuous

of the following month. That means you may have to wait until the following month to get you
pass.

Hereds a money saving idea for those of
tests. An annual prepaid contest pass is only $64. You get nine paid contests for the price of eight.
Give some consideration to others. By prepaying you also make life easier for those that run the
contests and manage the club. They doné
and can avoid a bank deposit. It also speeds up your sign in process. You just initial the sign-up

The membership form can be found on the

SVSS Preliminary Financial Statement

September 30, 2009

Checking Acc. Description Income Debits
Starting Balance $8,900.74
Income;
Cross Country Contest $194.65
September Contest $101.00
Membership Dues 09 $25.00
Total $320.65 $9,221.39

Expenditures;

September News letter mailing $30.80
Cross Country Contest trophies $34.65
Porta-Potty 9-10 Thru 10-7 Service) $146.42
Total $211.87
Ending Balance $9,000.52
Increase/decrease in operating funds $108.78
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form, grab your score card and your done.
during the year. But whatoés so horrible
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Contest Reports

September Report - By Ron Kucera

September contest #1 I The morning of Saturday, September 12, looked very promising. Cooler and cloudy weather
seemed just what the doctor ordered after some pretty hot weather. But looks can be deceiving. By about 9 AM a
small squall line of thunder bumpers had brought (oh duh!) lightning and thunder, some rain, and wind gusts up over
25 mph coming from every possible wind direction. To top it off, both winches were giving us fits. One winch line
actually would stick to your fingers because of the tar weed. After a one hour delay the pilots voted to cancel the con-
test and move it to the 19"

September contest #2 I Another good looking morning on the surface. No thunderheads but once again the wind was
an issue. Prior to the contest a couple of aircraft were damaged enough to put their pilots out of the contest for the day
(and one airplane bound for the boneyard). It was gusting about a half hour before the contest but a sustained look at
the wind meter showed that it averaged about 10-12 mph. So the decision was made by yours truly to let the games
begin. The tasks were flights of 3, 3, 5, 5, 7, and 7 minutes with the order determined by a roll of specially marked
dice. The landing task was a runway landing with a 25 foot centerline. Tape measures were provided at 1 point per
inch with the nose of the plane on the centerline earning you 100 points. Sounded pretty easy but the wind had other

i deas. Al t hough quite a few pilots got some very |good
some of their landings. There were also some that had to take some very, very long walks out to the north 40 as they
tried to make their time by carrying way, way downwind. At least one airplane landed in the farm fields to the north of
the site (that was brought back to our field by a very understanding farmer working the acreage that morning). We also
had some anxious moments when we had three pilots flying to the south with only two airplanes out front. The other
plane was a good quarter mile to the north doing some spiraling, diving, floating, sinking (you get the idea). Amaz-
ingly, it was returned to the field after a very extensive search relatively unharmed by the free flight experience.

Al l in all it was a fun and interesting day of f1l yi ng.
cuse me, the woman who bested us all T Joan Nolte for her outstanding performance.

October Report - By Rich Beardsley

I't was a perfect day f ord dshkeowrdiabtiee Monthly $VES CBnees. ITlk sndrrény 0 [[cont e
started off cool and calm. Twenty-three pilots showed up for the monthly contest. The pilot meeting was held at 9:30
and when the landing task was announced, there were a number of groans heard from the crowd. The tasks were 3, 3,
5,5,7,7. The first flight determined the order in which you would fly the task. If you elected to start with the 3 min-
ute task, you had to complete them in ascending order. If you started with the 7 minute task, you had to complete them
in descending order. Then came the reason for the groans. The landing task was a runway 4 feet wide and the length
of the landing tape. The nose of the aircraft had to be on the line or inside the defined runway. Admittedly, it was a
challenge, but that was what I intended. Making the landing task more difficult improves piloting skills. As the day
went on, many vocalizations from the | anding areag were
You Beardsleyo or fADYB. 0 Of the 23 registered pilfot s,
good, being that no one practices that defined a landing area. Maybe we all need to practice a more defined landing
area to improve our piloting skills. Jonathan Heritage, our heroic equipment manager, had a very good score on one of
his 7 minute tasks, scoring a 98 point landing, and a perfect 7 minute score. He also scored landing points on his sec-
ond 7 minute flight. Jonathan has improved steadily since joining the Club. He is one of our more consistent Sports-
man Class fliers. Congratulations Jonathan, on your first place finish. The Master Class was topped out by Scott
Meader, and as a Master should, Scott scored landing points in all of his tasks. Good job Scott! Bruce Moore headed
up the Expert Class. Bruce managed to score landing points in 4 of the 6 tasks. Good job Bruce! Hopefully next year
I will be allowed to have another DYB contest, and with my new eye, I will even fly in it, and utter those dreaded
words, fiDamn You Beardsley. o

I hope everyone had a good time, and enjoyed the great soaring of the day.

Rich Beardsley
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July Meeting Minutes

SVSS Club Meeting July 11, 1009

The July meeting began at 12:36 pm following the club contest.
There were an excess of 20 members present to constitute a Quorum.

REPORTS

New Members

We welcomed Ian Burnham (I copied down Brenham) as a new member. He entered the contest, paid his dues and
submitted his membership application on this day. Ian is from Petaluma, Ca. by way of South Africa. He has lived in
the United States since 2004.

Treasurers Report
Treasurer Stan Scharosch was not present. The balance in the SVSS account is in excess of $9000.
The Summer Soaring Classic raised in excess of $2,600 profit for the club.

Equipment

Johnathan Herritage will be working on rebuilding 2 winches/retrievers with bent shafts.

For the future club members need to communicate to the appropriate VP if you are going to volunteer to work on some
of the club equipment, in order to coordinate and not duplicate our efforts or do something that causes more trouble:
For winch equipment please contact Johnathan Herritage, for mowing equipment contact Rich Beardsley or Bill Curry.
Our Polaris mower currently needs another new drive belt and Bill and Scott are going to work on delivering the Po-
laris to a dealer for the repairs. In the future we need to budget for an annual overhaul of the Polairs during the off sea-
son.

Secretary
Kipp Geisler will obtain a current list of active club members For what reason?

OLD BUSINESS

Summer Soaring Classic
This yeards Summer Soaring Classic was a great success
Scott for helping ruin the contest. Thanks to those with organizational duties who donated their efforts to make the
event run so smoothly on the filed and in the impound. Mike Clancey thanked all of his landing judges did an out-
standing job as did the winch operators. Our equipment worked very well with few interruptions. The field was well
manicured for the contest.

On Behalf of the Road Kill Kafe Krew, Dave London presented $200 to the club for profits on the food sales. The club
unanimously voted to return the money to Dave who contributed all the food throughout the year at his own expense.
Cameron Clarke

Dave London gave a report of Cameron Clarkés condiffti on
Runway for Electrics

The item of where to build the runway for electric planes was discussed. We are still not sure of the AMA restriction on
sitting it are and what the costs would be. Ed volunteered to reseach the AMA rules and Rich was developing a cost
estimate for the material to cover the ground once the site is graded. Jonathan reminded everyone that Scott Lines for
Yolo County P&R Dept wants to know about all changes to the site before we do any work. 12:50pm -1:05pm break
for the reading of contest scores.

NEW BUSINESS

Safety Rules
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July Meeting o

President Falarski distributed a copy of the new safety rules proposed in prior club meetings. The following were dis-
cussed or amended:

1) We need to move the pit or plane staging area away from the winches. A suggestion was made to place a cone
behind and to the west of the closest winch cart to the shade structure, and all staging and gilders not in use
will remain to the west of the cone during a contest.

2) Addition to rule B-6 per AMA Guidelines, pilots shall not drink alcohol during or with 8 hours of a contest.

3) Change to rule C-4 no flying over the parking lot or shade structure lower than 100 feet.

4) A-2to remain as is; pilots must be current AMA members to operate model aircraft.

5) B-3 Speed limit over the access road to the site will be changed to 10 mph.

6) C-2 Escorted guests will also be allowed in the launch and timing areas during a contest.

7) C-10 When a glider lands short during a contest, the pilot will exercise utmost caution and retrieve their plane
when it is safe to so using the safest course.

8) The members voted on approving the rules as amended and they were approved.

Meeting with Yolo County Parks and Resources

Recently, Marty Falarski, Jonathan Heritage and Peter Dannenfelser II. attended a meeting by the Yolo County Parks
and Resources staff regarding fees to be charged for the use of Grasslands Park. The P&R Dept is under heavy pres-
sure from their County Board of Supervisors to start raising fees from the local parks. They appreciate the work SVSS
and the other two clubs have put into maintaining the park and they want towork with us to find a way to make a pro-

posal back the Baord. The countydés proposal i ncludes:
the park, 2.) a fee of $20.00/n to park a mobile home. The county will give all SVSS active members an annual parking
pass with a number corresponding to |icense plateg, whi

ranger o at the entrance gate so guest can buy a one day
time and will enforce the parking pass and tickets will be issued to violators.

A discussion followed as to SVSS06s response to theg new
communi cate back to Yolo County, that the club wilfl gi v
extension on our lease which will expire next year. The members voted and approved the recommendation.

Working with local Schools

A suggestion was made to reach out to the local high schools to develop interest in RC gliders, like Ron is already do-
ing at Elk Grove. Mike and Bill said to be careful as the publicity could mean other groups will look at the Grasslands
Park as a place for their use. .

Our next meeting will follow the September contest.

Mart reminded the Club that the September meeting will mark the start of the club officer election process. The meet-
ing adjourned at 1:55pm.

November Contest Announcement

Your CD for the | ast contest of 2009 is none othen that
four rounds, 4, 8, 5, 10 with a twist. The first ||[two r
then you fly the other. If you fly 4 minutes on the first round then the second must be 8 minutes or vise versa. Rounds
three and four consist of 5, and 10 ten minutes. Same program. If you fly choose 5 minutes for the third round then ya
gotta fly you 10 minutes on the last round. Get it? Either - Or
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The SVSS Flying Sites locate at Yolo County Grasslands Regional Park, south of Davis, CA.
Lat: 38%29'49" N, Long: 121*41'28" W

Directions: From I1-80, take the Mace Blvd. exit. Go south on Mace Blvd. 3.8 miles to the intersec-
tion of Tremont Rd. Turn left (east) on the gravel driveway and drive past the horseshoe and archery
areas road to the field.

Shortcut from eastbound F80: From I-80 take the Pedrick Road exit. Follow the frontage road
eastbound on the south side of I-80 for 0.8 miles. Turn right on Tremont Rd. Follow Tremont for
5.4 miles. Cross Mace Blvd and enter Grasslands Regional Park.

SVSS Newsletter Editor
Dudley Dufort

5820 W. 6th Street

Rio Linda, CA 95673



