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Sacramento Valley Soaring Society

Scott Meader tossed this glider around during
April’s field work party.

May Program

This month’s program will "try again" to complete the Secrets of
Thermal Flight video and the Dynamic Soaring videos. I am
working on a very special program for the first SMUD site
meeting. --Jim Heffelfinger




SVSS Information

SVSS is a social organization whose
purpose is to promote the use of
radio controlled model gliders.

SVSS is an AMA chartered
member number 2752.

club

Membership is open to the general
public.

http://www.svss.org
http://modelaircraft.org
http://www.silentflight.org

Monthly Meetings

SVSS general membership meetings
are usually held each month in
Sacramento, CA. Our club meetings
are open to the public, and visitors
are always encouraged to attend.

Club rules

1. Have fun.
2. See rule #1.

SVSS Contacts

President Peter
Dannenfelser Il
Secretary Dudley Dufort
Treasurer Cheryl Thompson
V.P. Contests Bruce Moore
V.P. Field Ron McElliott
V.P. Equipment Craig Allen
Contest Scoring  Dr. Carl Otto
Flight Instructor  Ron Kucera
Coordinator
New Member Ron Kucera
Mentor
Program Director Jim Heffelfinger
Webmaster Dudley Dufort
Newsletter Editor Drew Arnett
Flight Instructor ~ Carl Vega
Flight Instructor ~ Dave London
Flight Instructor ~ Ron Kucera

916.456.2002

916.684.2141

Membership in the AMA is required
prior to flying in any SVSS organized
event or using any SVSS equipment.

Field
The SVSS flying site is located at Yolo
county’s Grasslands Regional Park

south of Davis, CA.

Contests

Monthly contests are usually held on
the second Saturday of the month at
10AM. Beginners and spectators are
always welcome.

Training

Training is usually on the Saturday
following the monthly contest.

peterd@chdarchitects.com

916.991.1266 dudley@jps.net
530.662.7268 gsdsvr@earthlink.net
415.454.4027 b_moore@ix.netcom.com
209.794.8151
916.519.7368 cdallen@cwnet.com
415.383.6886 carlotto@jps.net
916.684.2141

rwemacs@aol.com

rcronk@attbi.com

rcronk@attbi.com

916.359.3559 jheffel@winfirst.com
916.446.1266 dudley@jps.net

530.756.7160
916.944.3948
916.944.3948 d.london@attbi.com
916.684.2141

svss.editor@cal.net
pressvss@aol.com

rcronk@attbi.com



SVSS Field Information

Field Rules

While traveling on unpaved sections
of the road leading to our site, please
observe the 5 MPH speed limit.
Parking and pit areas are to be
defined as designated on the map
(see map elsewhere), unless modified
for special events. Frequency control
will be in effect at all times. Flying
over the Horseshoe Club, parking lot
or pit areas less than launch height is
prohibited. Doing so in competition
can result in a zero score. No
aerobatics over these areas or the
launch area and landing zones. Each
flyer is responsible for the integrity of
his/her aircraft. Preflight test
carefully, range check your radio
consistently and charge all flight and
radio batteries frequently. Absolutely
NO debris or trash is to be left on the
field. No alcohol consumption. No
smoking outside of one’s own vehicle.

Field Etiquette

*Be courteous to your fellow flyers.

*If no mechanical retriever is present,
one manual retrieve per launch is
customary.

*Do not launch if a plane is circling
the launch area.

*Vacate the launch area ASAP.
*Landing aircraft have the right of
way.

*When entering an occupied thermal,
enter the same direction as the first
aircraft.

*If no high starts are in use, move the
landing area as far to the east as
possible.

SVSS Field Key Holders

If you're going to the field and want
to make sure someone is there to
assist you with the club resources in
our transportainers, contact one of
the following key holders:

916.519.7368
916.922.9244
916.448.1266

Craig Allen
Devin Childers
Dudley Dufort

Kyle Frye 916.722.6719
Steve Henke 707.451.3679
Ken Holden 916.973.0313
Bob Huff 916.652.0095
Ron Kucera 916.684.2141
Dave London 916.944.3948
Ron McElliot 209.794.8151
Neil Nolte 916.966.0857
Bill Rinkleib 916.983.7651
Frank 530.753.2167
Schlosser

R.J. Thomas 916.338.0258
Jim Thompson 530.662.7268
Carl Vega 916.927.0449

The Eagle’s Nest information

The Eagle’s Nest is the official
newsletter of the Sacramento Valley
Soaring Society (SVSS). It is
distributed by mail and electronically
to approximately 120 members.
Please see the application form for
subscriptions. Please contact the
editor with advertisements, letters,
articles, photographs, corrections and
other submissions. Please contact the
club secretary for all other club
business.
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The SVSS flying site is located at Yolo county’s Grasslands Regional

Park south of Davis, CA.

Directions: From I-80, take the Mace Blvd. exit. Follow Mace south 4.0
miles. The gravel driveway entrance is directly opposite Tremont Rd.
Follow it into the park for approximately 200 yards past the horseshoe

and archery areas to the
field.

Shortcut for eastbound I-

80: From 1-80, take
Pedrick Rd. exit. Follow
the frontage road

eastbound on the south
side of I-80 for 0.8 miles.
Take Tremont east for 5.4
miles.
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SVSS Calendar as of press time...

May 7

May 10
May 17
May 21
June 7
June 12-15
June 18
June 20-22
June 21
June 25
July 12

July 16

July 19

July 23
August 9
August 16
August 20
August 27
September 13
September 17
September 20
September 24
October 11

October 15
October 18
October 22
November 8

November 15
November 19
November 19
December 3

December 13
December 20

regular club meeting
SVSS Club Contest
training day

board meeting
SVSS Club Contest
Montague cross country race
no board meeting
Spring Fling 2003
no training day
regular club meeting
SVSS Club Contest

board meeting
training day

regular club meeting
SVSS Club Contest
training day

board meeting
regular club meeting
SVSS Club Contest
board meeting
training day

regular club meeting
SVSS Club Contest

board meeting
training day

regular club meeting
SVSS Club Contest

training day

regular club meeting
board meeting
Christmas Party/Awards
Banquet

SVSS Club Contest
training day

Bent Wing Contest May 17-18 in Visalia
I received a message from Fred Hoover down in Visalia. He asked that I post a
note to the club that there is a bent wing contest in Visalia on May 17th & 18th.

Info and entry forms are available at cvrrc.com.

fh3200@aol.com. --Dudley Dufort

7-8:30pm at R/C Country
contest director Devin Childers

to be announced
contest director WANTED
non-SVSS

to be announced

7-9pm at SMUD
contest directors Bruce Moore

and Jim Rolle
7-9pm at Abe’s in Davis

7-9pm at SMUD
contest director Joan Nolte

7-9pm at Abe’s in Davis
7-9pm at SMUD

contest director WANTED
7-9pm at Abe’s in Davis

7-9pm at SMUD
contest director Frank

Schlosser
7-9pm at Abe’s in Davis

7-9pm at SMUD
contest director Peter
Dannenfelser Il

7-9pm at SMUD
to be rescheduled

no contest - fun fly

Fred can be reached at



Different Location and Time for Regular Meetings Starting June -- SMUD
According to Peter Dannenfelser II, the general SVSS meetings will have a new
location, date and time for the meetings from June through November. The
meetings will be from 7:00 to 9:00PM at the SMUD auditorium located at 6201
S Street. The club met in this auditorium a few years ago. The new dates are:

June 25

July 23

August 27

September 24

October 22

November 19

SVSS Spring Fling
Information on the upcoming Spring Fling contest is now available on the SVSS
website: www.svss.org.

Fresno Classic Report
--Cheryl Thompson

Team SVSS was Joan Nolte, Jim Thompson, Neil Nolte, Scott Meader & Mark
Treibes. (Mark flew for Pismo Beach Soaring Society. See his red hat.) In the
overall standings, Scott Meader finished 3rd and Mark Treibes came in 4th.
Joan had a mid-air the first day so she is holding her rudder for the picture!
Neil had to take a "short" hike again this year to retrieve his airplane, but it
came back all in one piece. The weather got a little windy on Saturday, but a
good time was had by all.



SVSS May Contest Announcement
The contest tasks for May will be LSF tasks.

First task: 5 min with 100 point landing.
Second task: 15 min flight with 50 point or less landing.

Third task: 5min with a twist. All planes except bent wings turn around to
turn around goal and return with 100 point landing. Timers judge distance as
well as possible. Bent wings or built ups far turn around from launch direction
only required with 100 point landing. (Bent wing/built ups as wind allows. If
wind picks up we will adjust.)

Fourth and last task: 10 minute flight with 50 point landing tape.

Hope for good weather... you know how May can be.
--Deven Childers

Spring Fling Progress Report
Spring Fling is less than two months away. I'd like to take this opportunity to
thank those who have graciously donated their time to make this year’s event
better than ever. Thanks to Drew Arnett for designing and printing the mailers.
Those were (single-handedly) addressed, stamped and mailed yesterday by
Peter D. Sr. Expect your flyer today. Spring Fling announcements are also sent
to 40 local and regional newspapers asking that they include an item in the
calendar or events section of their paper. This year we're going to utilize email
to send the announcements along with an accompanying photo. Thanks to Jim
Heffelfinger for undertaking the task of contacting the newspapers to update
the name of the contact person and getting their email addresses. Scott
Woodward has offered to be the winch commander this year. He’ll soon be
assembling his team of winch operators. As long as we’re handing out
accolades, Steve Henke and Frank Schlosser have put in many long hours
moving the containers and rearranging the equipment. Richard Hanschu has
logged countless hours on the mower trying to stay ahead of the spring
vegetation. Thanks guys. There are others who've unselfishly donated their
weekends to the betterment of our club. If your name has been omitted, blame
it on my ignorance. Please don’t feel that you efforts aren’t noticed and
appreciated. You can be proud of all the fine work that you do.

We'll going need team of landing judges at Spring Fling. Ask your spouse or
kids if they might be interested in helping us with this task. We can always use
help in setting up the field on Thursday afternoon and Friday. If you can
schedule some time away from work, your help will be appreciated. Please,
please we’re asking EVERY club member to support your club by signing up and
flying Spring Fling. More participants attract more participants. More
participants mean more income to the field fund. The money we have now will
go quickly when work commences on the shade structure.

--Dudley Dufort



April Meeting Minutes

Peter called the meeting to order with 23 members present. We discussed all
the field work that had been recently completed. No decision was reached on
whether to continue the vehicle barriers to the south end of the field. Steve
Henke very graciously offered to advance the $500 needed to add another solar
panel to the charging system. Jim Thomas made a plea for the U.S. F3B Team
asking that the club donate $100 for each Team member who attends Spring
Fling. Peter Dannenfelser Sr. moved that we approve Jim’s proposal. It was
seconded by Lee Cooper and passed by show of hands. President Peter
suggested that we establish a tradition where a percentage of Spring Fling’s
proceeds be donated to a deserving Yolo county charity. The donation would
be made during the opening ceremonies at the following Spring Fling. It was
agreed that this item would be revisited in July when the club’s financial
condition would be clearer. Contest entry fees for juniors were discussed. It
was voted and passed that Juniors are defined as anyone less than 16 years of
age, and their contest entry fees are $2. Craig Allen recently encountered a
River Cats executive while flying. During the discussions that followed, the
executive suggested that our club conduct two flying demonstrations during a
River Cats game. SVSS would also be afforded an opportunity to set up a static
display booth at the game. R/C Country has offered to donate 2,500 balsa
gliders to children attending the game. We’re reminded that May will be our
last club meeting at R/C Country. Short items of discussion included a sign for
the new Sutter’s Landing flying site, the importance of club participation to the
success of Spring Fling and that the Fed’s are about to transfer the old antenna
farm to Yolo County. Don Brown showed his "Mini Me" Zagi-type sloper. Paul
Myers brought a scratch built electric. Jim Thomas took the wraps off an
electric with a camera bay that he is building under contract for an unnamed
top secret agency. Raffle winners were: Epoxy - Richard Hanschu and Lee
Cooper, C.A. - Peter Sr. and Al Schuler, Aileron horns - Lee Cooper, Gap seal
tape - Kyle Frye, Plastic Zap - Peter Sr, Spirit kit - Al Schuler.

--Dudley Dufort



According to Paul, his electric (pictured below) is a Mystery
Man from www.bmjrmodels.com.



April SVSS Contest --Dudley Dufort

The April contest was rescheduled due
to rain on the prior weekend. Kyle
Frye was unavailable, so the CD
responsibilities were reassigned to
Dudley. Saturday morning opened a
bit breezy, so the CD (in his infinite
wisdom) revised the format to two five-
minute and two seven-minute rounds
to be flown in any order. The forecast
called for increasing winds, and the CD
suggested pilots get their long rounds
out of the way first. Well, the forecast
and the CD’s advice turned out to be
bunk. The winds subsided, and it
turned into a great day for flying. The
best air was just before noon as the
contest was winding down.  There
were no mishaps, and everyone had a
fine time.

Following the awards a special tribute
was paid to Devin Childers as SVSS
Man of the Year 2002. Devin worked
his hiney off last year on the sprinkler
system and lawn. The results of his
efforts were readily apparent on this
great spring day. Thanks Devin!!

April 2003 Club Contest Winners

Devin Childers
SVSS Man of the Year 2002

From electric to
thermal duration...

Back Row: Bill Rinkleib - 3rd Place Grey Cup, Jim Thomas - 2nd Place Expert,
Scott Meader - 1st Place Expert, Bill Curry - 2nd Place Grey Cup, Mike Clancy -

1st Place Grey Cup, Kip Geisler - 2nd Place Novice

Front Row: Pete Casti - 2nd Place Sportsman, Robert Film - 1st Place Novice,

Adam Kremers - 1st Place Sportsman



Scott Meader
Jim Thomas
Bob Huff
Dudley Dufort

Peter Dannenfelser Il

Mark Triebes
Steve Henke
Phil Bauer

Ron Kucera
Marty Falarski
Jim Rolle

Scott Woodward
Devin Childers
Jim Brady
Frank Schlosser
Adam Kremers
Pete Casti
Richard Hanschu
Ron Madison
Mike Clancy

Bill Curry

Bill Rinklieb
Dick Dillman
Lee Cox

Robert Film
Kipp Geisler

April Contest Scores

Class
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Expert
Sports
Sports
Sports
Sports
Grey Cup
Grey Cup
Grey Cup
Grey Cup
Grey Cup
Novice
Novice

Rnd 1
1086
1079
1077
1074
1078
990
1072
1070
977
909
1037
1081
1085
931
639
1009
933
720
393
1066
1055
900
873
1037
537
600

Rnd 2
1096
1078
1078
1051
1057
1064
1050
1067
1066
1000
833
1085
1083
859
1059
1089
958
1002
500
1047
1059
899
770
963
87
397

Rnd 3 Rnd 4

1093
1088
1079
1085
1068
1079
998
1041
1038
1024
1044
1085
853
959
926
1002
1086
970
783
1035
1010
995
958
1049
957
274

1095
1081
1048
1053
1055
1098
1066
998
1035
1059
1074
710
848
983
998
1070
825
1071
674
1057
1058
1084
1053
576
586
381

Total
4369
4326
4283
4263
4257
4232
4186
4176
4116
3991
3988
3960
3868
3732
3622
4170
3802
3763
2351
4205
4182
3879
3654
3626
2166
1651

Norm'd
100.00
99.00
98.02
97.56
97.44
96.85
95.80
95.58
94.19
91.35
91.28
90.64
88.52
85.41
82.90
95.44
87.01
86.12
53.81
96.24
95.71
88.78
83.63
82.98
49.58
37.80



U.S. F3B Team Practices at SVSS Field

Team manager J.T. lectures
team. He says, "Visit
www.usaf3b.com."



SVSSers helped out...

Photos on these two
pages by Jim Rolle.



Pres Sez

A New Battery Stand
Below is Steve’s photos of the new battery stand he and Frank put together.
Another step is completed in the SVSS power plan.



Field Work
Construction crew set up pole barricade along the edge of the field. [photos
Dudley Dufort and Drew Arnett]



Aerotowing

Some of the weekday guys have been busy preparing for aerotow. These
pictures show some of the equipment they used to successfully aerotow at the
SVSS field on April 8. The Spirit is a full house ship with a seventh channel for
towhook release. I believe the tug is a Telemaster which is running a sizeable
electric motor. The dolly is similar those used for control line.

The Spirit popped out of the dolly at the beginning of the flight. The towplane
had more than enough power for the Spirit. After climbing to altitude, the
sailplane released and went thermal hunting. The towplane decended and cut
the towline loose parallel to the runway. It then finalled after another lap.

This was the first scale aerotow I've seen, and these guys made it look easy.
--Drew Arnett

Editor’s Note

I need photographer volunteers to help cover SVSS events. Many have
contributed great photos for the newsletter. I need more help to cover all of
the club events. Could anyone take pictures of the club meetings?

I can provide reprints of newsletters from this year for anybody who needs
them.

Feedback and suggestions for the newsletter are appreciated.
--Drew Arnett
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Tempest sailplane for sale: never been flown, V-tail, built by Mark. TIve
already installed servos: 2 digital JR 368s in the flaps, 2 digital 368s in the
elevator rudder v-tail slots and 2 Hitec 125s in the ailerons. The battery slots
and linkage are connected. The wiring is all Hoope’s connectors through the
wing. (really cool set up) All you have to do is install 12 ounces of lead in the

nose and a receiver and you’re ready to fly. Cost $1350. Devin Childers
THERMEAGLE@aol.com

Glider For Sale
Falcon 880
with Futaba
rudder,
elevator, and
aileron servos.
No flap servos.
$100.00.
John Ritner
916.488.8909

The League of Silent Flight is an
international group dedicated to
recognizing R/C model sailplane pilot’s
skills. Five achievement levels are offered.

ﬂ N — The voucher for each level costs $2.00.
W, d;—
BTV O League of Silent Flight
c/o AMA
PO Box 3028

Muncie, IN 47302-1028
http://www.silentflight.org

6011 Folsom Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95819
(916) 731-5868
Open: Mon-Fri 10:30am - 7:00pm
We have 10,000 square feet of floor space to serve you better.

Gliders - Airplanes - Boats - Cars

Radio Systems and Support - Parts Galore



SVSS Membership Application/Renewal and Subscription Form

Membership in the Sacramento Valley Soaring Society (SVSS) is $45 per year for an individual or $60 per
year for a family membership. Dues are $6 per year for anyone less than 18 years old. Membership begins
on January 1 and expires on December 31 of each year. There is an initiation fee of $5 for first time
members. There is a $5 late renewal fee for current members that do not renew their membership by
March 1. Membership dues are prorated after April 30 at $5 per month for each month remaining in the
year. Membership in the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) is required. Proof of AMA membership
must accompany this application. A subscription to the SVSS newsletter, The Eagle’s Nest, may be
obtained without membership for $15 per year.

Please check one:

Dnew membership Dmembership renewal Dnewsletter only
first name last name
address
city state zip
home phone birth date (mm/dd/yy)

AMA membership number

work phone email

frequencies (1st, 2nd,, ...) printed or electronic newsletter

contest class (expert, sportsman, novice, grey [60 and over])

amount enclosed

I am aware that I must maintain current AMA membership to be eligible for membership in the
Sacramento Valley Soaring Society.

signature date

Please make checks out to Sacramento Valley Soaring Society.
Send your application, check and proof of AMA membership to the treasurer:

Cheryl Thompson
23464 County Road 102
Woodland, CA 95776

The Sacramento Valley Soaring Society is a social organization whose purpose is to promote the efficient
and safe use of radio controlled gliders and electric aircraft. SVSS is AMA chartered club #2572.
Membership is open to the general public.



Sacramento Valley Soaring Society
6120 W. 6th St.
Rio Linda, CA 95673




