
 

 

 

The Eagle’s Nest 

The Official Newsletter of the Sacramento Valley Soaring Society 

March 2009 Volume 19, No. 3 

President’s Message 
By Marty Falarski 

 

 

It is with a great deal of sadness that I write this note to the club.  SVSS has lost two old and dear 

friends, Paul Meyers and Ed Lockhart within the last few weeks. Paul was one of the founding 

members of SVSS and a past president who did a lot to promote electric flying. I did not get to 

know Paul that well but always admired his planes when he brought them to the field, they were 

works of art. I did get a chance to talk with Ed at a number of contests and I am the better for 

knowing him. Ed always greeted everyone with a warm and sincere ”Hello Pardner”, part of his 

friendly and generous personality.  He loved to take pictures of the contest and to be part of any 

discussion about who was there and what went on..  We will miss both Paul and Ed. 

 

I have had a chance to talk to several members about how we should honor club members we have 

lost like Paul and Ed. The idea we came up with is to have a plaque made for each member that is 

about 3” x 6” on which we engrave the individuals name and other key information. We would then 

mount the plaques on the rafters in the shade structure for everyone to see. I’ll include a discussion 

of this idea at our March meeting.  Someone may also want to organize an electric event in honor 

of Paul. 

 

On a different note the club is doing well with membership renewals, about as we expected given 

the tough economic times. Also I would like to thank all the members of the executive committee 

for all the work they have put in over the last few months to get the site and the club ready for the 

start of the 2009 season.  

 

Kipp will be emailing out the agenda for the March meeting in a few days along with some key 

documents so you can have a few minutes to review them at your leisure.  

 

In closing all I can say is come out to the field on March 14, have a good time, shake a few hands, 

eat a few hotdogs, and enjoy being amongst a great group of people. Life is too short not to fly all 

the thermals you can. 

 

So long Pardner! 

 

Mart  
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First and foremost in our hearts and minds is the recent loss of 

two club members.  Both were very special, each in their own 

way.  Paul Myers was a founding member and past president 

of SVSS.  Paul passed without warning.  Many of us had 

breakfast with him at a board meeting a week before he 

passed.  Ed Lockhart struggled with cancer for the past sev-

eral years.  It finally got the best of him.  Ed and I attended 

our very first SVSS meeting together.  So our time in SVSS is 

a direct parallel.  Make no mistake about it.  That hot-blooded 

Caribbean had a temper.  I can still hear his voice ringing in 

my ears.  “Dat guy es really tarting to peeze me off”.  He had 

a soft spot too.  Everyone he called “Pardner”.  So long, Pard-

ner. 

 

Our 2009 Vice President of Contests will CD our first club 

contest of the season.  Jim Rolle has declared that the tasks 

will be 3,5,7, & 9 with our regular 100 point landing tape.  

March 14 is the day.  Things get rolling around 9:30 AM.  

Usually the first plane is in the air at 10.  I sure hope the 

“Road Kill Krew” will be in attendance.  I’ve been “jonesin” 

for some good hot dogs all winter. 

 

There is a Cross Country contest “on the books” for the week-

end following the club contest.  Jim Thomas will CD this on 

March 21st & 22nd.  The weather can be kinda dicey this time 

of year so we’ll just have to see how it plays out.  Keep your 

fingers crossed. 

 

Our Vice President of Equipment has been struggling with our 

wind sock concrete base for a month now.  Jonathan Heritage 

just wanted to replace the sock.  What followed reminds me of 

the adage about a swamp and some crocodiles.  Marty and 

Jonathan teamed up and with the help of some modern tech-

nology (electric jackhammer) the crumbled concrete base has 

been reduced to rubble.   

 

Thanks to all the guys who have been putting in the hours 

during the winter months to keep our site in tip top shape. 
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The Eagle’s Nest 
Published monthly by the Sacramento Valley 

Soaring Society. 

Purpose 

Founded in 1989, SVSS is a social organiza-

tion whose purpose is to promote the safe 

and skillful operation of radio controlled 

model sailplanes.  SVSS is an AMA char-

tered club,  number 2752. Membership is 

open to the general public. 

Monthly Meetings 

SVSS general membership meetings are held 

at the SVSS field.  They follow the nine 

monthly club contest on alternate months 

beginning in March.  If the club contest is 

postponed so is the meeting.  Our meetings 

are open to the public and visitors are always 

welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Contests 

Monthly contests are held on the second Sat-

urday of the month at 10:00 AM.  Beginners 

and spectators are always welcome. 

 AMA 

Membership in the Academy of Model Aero-

nautics is required prior to flying in any 

SVSS organized event or using and SVSS 

equipment. 

Club Rules 
1. Have fun 

2. See rule #1 

Editor’s Corner 

 
By Dudley Dufort 
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SVSS Key Dates 

Club Contest 2/14 

Cross Country 2/21&22 

 

Happy Birthdays 

Dean Church - 3/3 

Kipp Geisler - 3/6 

Jim Thomas - 3/8 

Roland Herzig - 3/12 

Lee Asnault - 3/15 

Ken Holden - 3/16 

Dick Frame - 3/21 

Ed Granger - 3/28 

Steve Fox - 3/31 

Doug Lent - 3/31 

March 2009  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Club 

Contest 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

XC Con-

test 

22 

XC Con-

test 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

 

SVSS Preliminary Financial Statement

February, 28 2009

Checking Acc. Description Income Debits

Starting Balance $6,274.68

 Income;

Donations  (Paul Myers) $151.00

Monthly prepaid contest fees $768.00

Membership Dues 09 $1,320.00

Total $2,239.00 $8,513.68

Expenditures;

Feb. News letter printing

Feb. News letter mailing $29.40

AMA annual Insurance $90.00

AMA Spring Fling contest sanction $20.00

$141.14

Total $280.54

Ending Balance $8,233.14

Increase/decrease in operating funds $1,958.46

Porta-Potty    (1-29 Thru 2-25 Service) 
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Paul Myers 1924 - 2009 

Paul Myers was a very intelligent and multi faceted guy. This diamond in the 

rough (non sequitur intended) would present one side of himself to an individual. 

He would maintain that facet accurately for many years. For the next person he 

would present another (and equally as real) facet. Therefore more than one view 

of him is necessary to appreciate his value, intelligence and complexity. Tom Ball 

and I have attempted to characterize (only partially) Paul as best we can. - Leroy 

Cooper 

  

This week I am sad for the loss of my long-time friend and fellow modeler Paul 

Myers.  I first met Paul shortly after I retired to the Sacramento area in the late 

1980s. It was almost certainly at the field in Ancil Hoffman Park where the area’s 

few active glider pilots used to meet to brave the trees, dogs and kids and fly our 

“woodies”. Paul and I were “in the church” together the night the decision was made to form SVSS and Paul went on to 

later become the president of the club. He remained active in club affairs and attended the most recent SVSS board 

meeting. 

 

Paul built and flew gliders and electrics, but his real love in his later years was the designing and building of accurate, 

in some cases museum-quality, scales models of full-size aircraft. One of his favorite models was of an aircraft of a 

type that he been a crew chief on in World War II. His early training in the repair and maintenance of full-size planes 

gave him an intimate knowledge of the details that make a scale model stand out. 

 

Perhaps his most ambitious project was the huge model he was working on right up to the time of his death.  I never 

saw all the pieces assembled, but from the few parts I did see it was not only very big, but incredibly detailed.  Imagine 

making built-up ribs for a biplane with a wingspan something over ten feet.  Or building eight scale engines in which to 

hide the eight electric motors that were to power the beast.  What made the project even more daunting was that Paul 

had only a picture and not plans for this World War I monster.  He designed and drew every part on an antique CAD 

program. I saw one of the engines when we had lunch together a few weeks ago and it was detailed down to the last 

spark plug wire.  He told me then that he would sometimes get up in the middle of the night to work on the model 

which I sensed he knew he would never finish. 

 

To his friends, Paul was generous with both his time and his knowledge.  Many times, particularly when I was getting 

into electric models, I asked for and got useful advice from Paul.  He was a good man and I will miss him. 

 

Tom Ball 

 

It is not often that one meets grumpy, old guys of merit. My observation is we fortunately have more than our share in 

SVSS. Unfortunately we have just lost one recently. Paul Myers was truly one of the classic sorts. He was generous, 

genuine, and germane. However, if you did not have issues with him, you would. I believe Paul felt it was his fault you 

didn’t and therefore would create one (or more) issues with him for us unwashed. We will experience his generosity 

soon. But he was much more than that. 

He was generous and genuine with his complements when one did something for him or our club. Once when he 

missed a meeting, he called me the next day for details. So as secretary/newsletter editor I told him the details and then 

wrote the meeting minutes as a narration to him giving the details in reverse order. He was very deeply touched and 

said so. As always, his praise was given very privately in a one-on-one fashion. Those who have done such things will 

know of what I speak.  Also many times I saw him give “stuff” (his quote) to youngsters starting out in our sport.  

Equally as often he would make me promise I would not reveal any of this to anyone. In our early years we mowed the 

field with our home power mowers. Even though he did not fly much at the field, he showed up for all of the work days 

and did his share. Oh! So many pleasant memories. On one of our trips to Visalia he spent two hours speaking well of 

various members of our club. (When we got out of the truck in the presence of a couple club members, he found some-

thing to complain about. I think he felt he must keep his hand in, so to speak. He would not dare to lose his skill.) His 

generosity was genuine, but often not directly observed.
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Paul Myers cont’d 

 

Paul was a very complex and funny guy. One time on our way to Los Banos we entered a construction zone which re-

duced the traffic to one lane. When I told him I had just seen Highway Patrol car, he said: “watch what this old snow-

bird can do.“ He proceeded to look for a very small space on the side of the road where he could pull the trailer over 

without obstructing (barely) the passage of cars. He jumped out and proceeded to feel the temperature of the trailer ax-

ial. He jumped back in the truck and proceeded to tell me the Patrolman would be very frustrated because he could not 

pull him over until we were out of the construction zone. Later during the obligatory pullover, he told the officer he did 

not want to block traffic because of a frozen axial. After being told “you snowbirds should be more careful”, we were 

allowed to proceed without being further molested (no ticket). Paul then proceeded to tell me the importance of such a 

very good police force. He then talked for half an hour about the very good work conducted by our very own peace 

officer in the club, “Juan Mota.”  He would only do this kind of thing in private with one or two people at a time.  Al-

ways he had to proceed to proceed. He liked multiple stepped events, particularly if some of the steps were subtle. Con-

trary to public opinion, he was not mean spirited. He was just a complex guy. Maybe at times he was a touch grumpy. 

Who knows, I suspect maybe it was his method of interacting in a way meant to keep us sharp and on our toes.  

Paul was a man of some leisure because he profited from the sale of his circuit board manufacturing company in Sili-

con Valley. He was a well respected pioneer in the development of multi layered circuit boards, including the software 

to route the lands. This allowed dramatic increases of complexity in electronic products, a real asset to Silicon Valley 

manufactures. However afterward he chose not to get overly involved in the more recent digital world. He knew a lot, 

but still chose not to get very involved. However if one ever got astray on a technical issue, he would remind us of the 

fundamentals. He was bright and very knowledgeable. 

 

Paul was proud about seeing, and in many cases working on Jenny’s (and other Curtiss’), German Zeppelins, American 

airships, blimps, Spads, various de Havillands, Sopwiths, and many others. He mourned the death of Amelia Earhart in 

real time. (He was a very young teenager or old preteen at the time.) He said he loved to make scale airplanes because 

he knew them well “because I slept in most of them.” This all came about because during his technical high school 

days, Paul excelled in the Aerodynamics class. He said that “these classes were developed so America would not lose 

these skills while being isolated from European events.” In those classes during prewar (WWII) times, he learned how 

to build (by hand) and repair airplanes, including their engines. He didn’t use spare parts; he manufactured them. He 

knew all about many of the old original planes. When he was making scale models, he contacted old friends and associ-

ates to get original plans or photos, some of which were in very short supply. He made nearly exact molds of engine 

parts and was ingenious in finding raw materials. Often I heard him say: “I was over at (some local store or restaurant) 

and found (a neat straw or some metallic thread suitable for simulated spark wires, etc.)” His finds were simple, readily 

available and as I said, very ingenious. He could build electronic parts like nobody I’ve ever seen. (I once was in that 

business.) He built all size models, from the small to his current very large models, including electrical and electronic 

parts. 

 

 In the Army (air wing), as the crew chief, he was involved in test flying recently repaired multiengine aircraft. Also he 

often flew in a gunner’s position to do daily weather observations. And as they say: Other duties as required.  He en-

joyed his time in the service and readily spoke about it. He marveled that an airplane could put him in many distant 

places in a single day. 

His comments were generally germane. That is to say, he was often correct and on point on many issues. Sometimes he 

had an ax to grind. However, he genuinely cared very much about the future of the club. After his presidency he asked 

me to be the president. I told him I thought he was just looking for the next pigeon. He said no, he had other candidates. 

I begged off for a year to complete my impending retirement. He insisted: “we need you this next year because of “ … 

(a serious perceived problem.)” He didn’t care about my issues; he was very concerned about the club’s immediate 

problem. He promised (and delivered) his help during my presidency. He was very good at working in the background 

with the older guys (and one young doll.) He could grouse for a time and then come up with a profound truth about a 

problem and often a solution. Many of us old guys now are less involved with the club details. Not Paul. He continued 

to make most of the meetings. At the last Board meeting he was so very proud he could supply some information about 

why something was done in the past. He called me because he and I started it during my presidency. What a guy. 

Paul, we miss you. Save a place for us. - Leroy Cooper 
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We Flew With the Pelicans 
By Kipp Geisler 

I’d just like to share a memory I have about Ed Lockhart.  When I first 

got involved in the club, Ed was one of those guys who could always 

be found out fun-flying on Saturdays, chatting up a storm.  I’m not sure 

what he thought of me but I couldn’t understand his thick accent any-

way.   One clear blue sky day a flock of pelicans flew over the field at 

very high altitude.  To my delight they stopped over the field and 

started circling.  Even I knew I could find lift there so I started circling 

below them.  And so did Ed.  We were the only two that saw them 

when we did and got into position to find this huge thermal.  Before 

long we were at spec height, me Ed and the pelicans.  Ed and I had a 

lot to celebrate and feel good about having thermaled with these beau-

tiful white pelicans with their black wing tips.  From that day forward 

Ed and I had a special bond.  Every time I walked in to R/C Country 

and Ed was working, I would hear him call out, “Hey partner when we gonna soar with the peli-

cans?”  I’ll miss Ed, and I am certain that every time I see a flock of high flying pelicans I will re-

member soaring with Ed.  God Speed Ed Lockhart. 

Bruce Moore’s Icon 

My new blue and gold ICON2 is from Don Peters at Maple Leaf De-

signs.   The all up weight is 77 1/2oz (too much glue).  I used JR Ser-

vos through out. The ailerons have DS 168.  The flaps and elevator are 

running 3421’s, the rudder uses a 368.  With a 150 inch wingspan, this 

plane is huge.  My ensemble includes a sweat shirt that I won in the 

RC Flyer F3J raffle last year.  The plane flies pretty well.  I’m still 

working on CG, launch and landing setting. With six feet of flaps this 

sailplane slows down real nice and smooooth... I'm pumped, I've 

watched the Paul Naton's Performance Tuning and Master Class Soar-

ing DVDs...Let the flying season begin.  

 

Bruce “We all look great at the starting line” Moore 
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Title 

First Club Contest of 2009  

Saturday March 7, 2009  

Jim Rolle - CD 

Tasks 3, 5, 7, 9  - 100 pt. landing tape  

 

Cross Country Contest  

Saturday & Sunday March 21st & 22nd  

Jim Thomas - CD 

Saturday - Distance, Sunday - Speed  

Tom Ball’s Cub 

I built this Cub from a Great Planes kit it that I picked up at an RC 

Country swap meet several years ago.  It has a six-foot wingspan 

and weighs just under six pounds.  The kit was designed for gas, but 

I converted it to electric.  It has had several motor and battery com-

binations and today was the first day it flew on a new 5cell 3200 

mah lipoly.  The motor is a Phasor 45-3 in-runner and the radio is 

all Airtronics with its own battery supply.  Test pilot JT reported 

that it flew very well on half throttle. I should report that a "Volt 

Watch" mounted on the dash alerted us to a low radio battery and 

averted a possible disaster.  Today I was also happy to get my 37-year-old Big Orange Bird 

"BOB" ( built in Beirut, Lebanon in 1972 - it still has the original covering.) flying again with an 

all new brushless motor and a hot battery.  It did breathe new life into the old bird.   

 

Bill Curry Solo’s 
Bill Curry is pictured on the right, grinning 

from ear to ear as he’s being congratulated by 

Rex Mayes. Rex is owner of Williams Soaring 

Center in Williams and has just finished flying 

with Bill on his final check ride.  Bill’s flight 

instructor was none other than our most recent 

past president - Rich Beardsley.   

 

Congratulations Bill!!  



 

 

SVSS Newsletter Editor 

Dudley Dufort 

6120 W. 6th Street 

Rio Linda, CA 95673 

The SVSS Flying Site is locate at Yolo County Grasslands Regional Park, south of Davis, CA. 

 

Lat: 38* 29' 49" N,  Long: 121* 41' 28" W  

 

Directions:  From I-80, take the Mace Blvd. exit.  Go south on Mace Blvd. 3.8 miles to the intersec-

tion of Tremont Rd.  Turn left (east) on the gravel driveway and drive past the horseshoe and archery 

areas road to the field. 

 

Shortcut from eastbound I-80:  From I-80 take the Pedrick Road exit.  Follow the frontage road 

eastbound on the south side of I-80 for 0.8 miles.  Turn right on Tremont Rd.  Follow Tremont for 

5.4 miles.  Cross Mace Blvd and enter Grasslands Regional Park.  


