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bay.  The wood and rock were sched-
uled for an 8:00 a.m. delivery.  The
work crew started to show up around
that time.  However, I was so into pul-
verizing the weeds into submission
that I actually didn’t notice that neither
the rock nor the wood had shown up.
I was wearing my cellular phone and
didn’t think to put it on vibrate (you
sure can’t hear much with a weed-
eater engine going in your ear).  When
Frank Schlosser showed up I request-
ed that he give both suppliers a call.  I
really didn’t think they would have
any problem finding the site as I gave
both verbal directions and even faxed
maps.  But the best laid plans of men
and mice … 

The wood finally showed up and we
were able to get a 4 x 4 edge put up
around the entire shade structure as
well as a handicapped entryway.
While we were working on that Frank
and his small band of merry men were
putting up the barge rafters (you
know, the final pieces at each end of
the roof).  Frank got pretty artistic with
a little curving, flowing, arcing, French
curve kind of roundish ends on the
rafters.  You will have to ask Frank
exactly what was his inspiration for
the design (just kidding Frank, you
have done a great job).  The roof was a
little on the slick side so Frank decided
that the finishing up of the metal pan-
els and ridge cap could wait for a little
kinder, gentler day.

Lee Cooper is back in action after dealing with some health problems this
past year. Lee did the technical presentation at the February club meeting.
Here he shows his old Cheeta (balsa over foam) slope soarer. Did a few exper-
iments with dihedral and made a dog a good flying plane.

What a day we had at Saturday’s
workday.  To say that I was pleased
and impressed with the member
turnout (30 or more) would be an
understatement.  Considering that the
weather forecast called for rain, it
seems that everybody took the “come
heck or high water” seriously and
showed up to work.  As it turned out
the rain didn’t start until about 2:00
p.m., so we were able to get a lot of
stuff done.

When I arrived about 7:50 a.m. there
was already someone there (a new-
comer to SVSS)!  After weed-eating the
area under the roof down to dirt we
were then able to lay down some land-
scape fabric to help keep the weeds at

Continued on Page 6

Notice!
SVSS

Club Contest
Saturday March 12

CD Scott Meader
916 966 9080

Pilot’s Meeting 9:45 a.m.
1st Flight, 10:00 a.m.

Events
5, 8, 10, 12 minute, any order
100 point spot landing tape, 
front half or back half—tbd.
Points normalized to 1000.

Entry fee: $8.00 or buy season
pass for $64.00.
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Purpose
SVSS is a social organization
whose purpose is to promote the
efficient use of radio controlled
model sailplanes. SVSS is an AMA
chartered club (Number 2752).
Membership is open to the general
public.

SVSS Officers for 2005
President Ron Kucera

916 686 2661
Secretary Scott Woodward

916 681 2259
Treasurer Stan Scharosch

916 987 1173
V.P. Competition Scott Meader

916 660 9080
V.P. Field Kipp Geisler

707 693 1771
V.P. Equipment Rich Hanschu

530 759 9892
Club Instructor Dave London

916 944 3948
New Member
Mentor Ron Kucera

916 686 2661
Web Master Dudley Dufort

916 991 1266
Newsletter Editor Mike Clancy

415 897 2917
Related Websites

http://www.svss.org
http://www.modelaircraft.org
http://www.silentflight.org

Monthly Meetings
SVSS general membership meet-
ings are usually held each month
in Sacramento, California.  Our
club meetings are open to the pub-
lic, and visitors are always encour-
aged to attend. The meetings are
held on the fourth Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. at SMUD,
6201 S St., Sacramento

Club rules
1.  Have fun.
2.  See rule #1.

AMA
Membership in the Academy of
Model Aeronautics is required prior
to flying in any SVSS organized
event or using any SVSS equip-
ment.

Field
The SVSS flying site is located at
Yolo County Grasslands Regional
Park south of Davis, CA.

Contests
Monthly contests are usually held
on the second Saturday of the
month at 10 a.m.  Beginners and
spectators are always welcome.

Training
Training is usually on the Saturday
following the monthly contest.

It is my sad duty to report the passing of Phil Bauer.
Phil died February 8, 2005, on his 67th birthday.

I have known Phil since my early days of rc soaring
and all through the glory days of the Northern

California Soaring League. 
He was a magician, a singer (a pretty good

Irish tenor), an artist, and an ardent rc sailplane
flyer and a friend to all who knew him.

When Phil showed up at a contest I was
attending I always had to take out a few
minutes to hear his latest Irish, or Catholic
joke. These were always delivered in an
authentic Irish brough.

Phil used his artistic talents to illus-
trate many cartoons, contest announce-

ments and newsletters. He served as editor for the Diablo Valley Soaring Society
newsletter for several years  He also did many cartoons for RC Soaring Digest,
many of which I will occasionally publish.

Phil was a pretty good flyer, not great but very competent. He won his share of
trophies and had achieved League of Silent Flight Level IV. Phil had completed all
of the Level V tasks with the exception of the 2 hour thermal flight. Though this
task is one of the easier Level V tasks it nearly drove Phil crazy. Even though he
made many attempts, which  included the destruction of several planes, he never
made that flight. Had he overcome his cancer he planned on more trips to
California Valley for that sole purpose. I wish he could have made it. Boy! We
would have some more great stories and cartoons.

Editor’s Corner
OOuurr  FFrriieenndd  PPhhiill

By Mike Clancy, Editor

Phil Bauer with one of his several
Blue Bunnies. These were Zephyrs of
various sizes—and all finished in
baby blue.

Here is Phil at the 2002 Spring
Fling. I believe he is the only flyer to
have gone home with three of our
trophies. — Don Doe photo
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Minutes of the SVSS Meeting, February 23, 2005
By Scott Woodward, Secretary

President Ron Kucera brought the
meeting to order at 7:11 p.m.. New
members Pat Regan and Steve Sawyer
were introduced. Pat is a long-time
modeler who flew free flight before
WWII and then R/C in the 1950’s.
Having a desire to return to modeling
, he’s acquired a Spectre Plus sailplane
and will be joining us at the field. Steve
Sawyer has been a modeler since
childhood and has experience in
homebuilt full size aircraft. Steve has
over a thousand hours of full size stick
time and is interested in using that
experience to learn to fly R/C. 

The minutes of the January newslet-
ter and Stan Scharosch’s treasurer’s
report were approved. Stan states as of
now we have 84 paid members for
2005.

New/Old Business
Ron told us of the results of the

February 19th workday at the field.
Many thanks to Dudley Dufort for
bringing his new Kabota tractor to the
field and operating all afternoon in the
rain to complete the spreading of 15
yards of road base gravel to the
ground under the shade structure. We
wouldn’t have made it without him.
The gravel in place, our next project
will be to buy some picnic tables as the
spring sales come about. Also the roof
cap needs to be installed. A lull in the
delivery schedule on Saturday made
time for general maintenance around
the field including mowing,  debris
cleanup, and extending the poles to
the south end of the parking area.  

Ron is continuing his efforts to
develop an electric sailplane
contest/fun fly format to promote
electrics. Maybe a duel event; elec-
tric/handlauch  would allow for flyers
to be timers for each other. Indoor elec-
tric flying has now been done at
Sutter's Landing, 28th and C St.

Spring Fling has been moved back
to it’s original date of  June 25-26.

Show and Tell
Longtime member Lee Cooper

demonstrated his techniques for
strengthening fiberglass fuses with 3M
expanding foam. Lee also shared his
finger grips for flying wings (Zagi)
made from rubber bar stool caps
bought at Home Depot. Anyone who
has had trouble launching a Zagi will
like this idea. By embedding the rub-
ber caps flush with the bottom of the
wing, you create finger holes for a
solid grip for throwing. Very ingen-

ious and inexpensive too!  Lee has
recovered fully from a moderate
stroke several years ago. Lee has
taught his grandson to fly and has
been slope soaring a bunch. Lee will be
flying the 2005 thermal season again
after a few seasons off. Glad you’re
back Lee.   

Ed Granger brought his 70” span
Lancair that he converted to electric
power. It took about five weeks for Ed
to construct this model. Ed reports he
has logged 45 minute flights using 2
lithium-polymer batteries rated @
8,000 Mah. total. The Lancair has a
Lerner Motor Technologies 6:1 gear
drive motor pulling a 17” X 10” pro-
peller at 6300 RPM’s that was bought
through Shreddair Distributors in
Oregon. Ed has installed an automo-
tive 30 amp fuse wiring setup and has
the activation switch located on the
side of the fuse to safeguard against
accidental startup dangers. Ed reports
the long flights are possible with this
combination operating at 95% efficien-

cy. Ed flies a Multiplex Evo 9 channel
radio and like the Astro Flight 109
Lithium charger the best. Ed has tried
the Triton charger but gets better
results from the Astro Flight.  Ed says
to address the fire issue with Lithium-
Poly batteries, he uses a Sentry fire-
proof safe to charge his packs. This
safe has a temperature activated seal
that will prevent any fire danger and
can be bought for a reasonable price at
Home Depot.

Remember to bring your projects to
the meetings to share with the mem-
bers. The displays and discussions are
the highlight of the meetings.

Raffle
Sales at the raffle table went well

this month and hats and shirts were
available for sale. Gift certificates are
fast becoming the preferred prize at
the raffle. The winners can spend their
bounty on their favorite items at R/C
Country. The two top prizes were the
$50 certificate to John French and the
$75 certificate went to Al Schuler.

SVSS is in conversations with Sacramento Parks and Rec for use of the
Skateboard Building at Sutter’s Landing Park for indoor flight. Upper photo
is building exterior, lower photo is the interior. There is also a huge outdoor
area also suitable for flying. See the email article sent in by Jim Heffelfinger
on page 8.


