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President’s Message
By Ron Kucera
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May contest winners; Kasra Naghshineh—2nd Place Expert, Colin Clark—1st
Place Sportsman, Neil Nolte—2nd Place Grey Cup, Richard Hanschu—3rd
Place Expert, Bill Curry—3rd Place Grey Cup, A.J. McGowan—3rd Place
Sportsman, Ed Granger—CD, Mike Clancy—1st Place Grey Cup, Scott
Woodward—1st Place Masters, John French—2nd Place Sportsman.

Continued on Page 8

Notice!
SVSS

Club Contest
Saturday June 18

CD Marty Falarski
Pilot’s Meeting 9:45 a.m.

1st Flight, 10:00 a.m.
Events

To be announced
Points normalized to 1000.

Entry fee: $8.00

As you receive this newsletter the
14th Spring Fling should be just
around the corner.  In years past this
has been the major fund raiser for
SVSS.  It has helped us procure and
develop one of the great soaring sites
in the western United States.  As our
recent well pump replacement issue
shows, it is important for the club to
maintain funds for those expected and
unexpected items that will eventually
need repair or replacement.  We are
also in the midst of renewing our lease
with Yolo County which will most cer-
tainly bring along some additional
things we will have to do to keep our
site.

Where am I going with this discus-
sion? It is our need as a club to support
this event.  I’m not talking about just
your gift of time to help everything
run smoothly, but your actively sup-
porting SVSS by being a part of the fly-

ing portion of the contest.  Yes, I know
that means you would have to pay the
entry fees to fly in a contest that you
probably have no hope of placing in (a
lot of out of town talent usually takes
home the bulk of the metal).  But if we
plan to continue to make the Spring
Fling part of our club history we all
need to become more active flying par-
ticipants (yours truly included).

Our alternative is to stop with all the
“blood, sweat, and tears” it takes to
put on the Spring Fling and consider
an increase in the annual dues we pay
to be a member of SVSS.  We still have
one of the lowest dues when we look
at other major clubs.  I am not trying to
brow beat you into submission, but it
is a very important issue that all of us,
individually and as a club, have to
come to terms with.

I would again like to take the oppor-
tunity to thank the people that have

stepped up to the plate to help insure
the success of this year’s Spring Fling.
I have discovered (like, oh duh!) that
for the 15th Spring Fling to be a suc-
cess and a lot less stressful, we need to
be planning for it this year.  So at the
last club meeting I made the promise
that before leaving office in December
that there would be a Spring Fling
2006 committee in place with a date
already picked.  Because of having two
people working on the t-shirts for this
year’s Fling (shows you why next year
we really need to have a SF coordina-
tor), we already have a theme for next
year.  I would like to shoot for an early
May date because many of us believe
that the heat and the bugs are just a lit-
tle too much and adversely affect our
attendance.  I would like to encourage
each of you to voice your opinions
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Purpose
SVSS is a social organization
whose purpose is to promote the
efficient use of radio controlled
model sailplanes. SVSS is an AMA
chartered club (Number 2752).
Membership is open to the general
public.

SVSS Officers for 2005
President Ron Kucera

916 686 2661
Secretary Scott Woodward

916 681 2259
Treasurer Stan Scharosch

916 987 1173
V.P. Competition Scott Meader

916 660 9080
V.P. Field Kipp Geisler

707 693 1771
V.P. Equipment Rich Hanschu

530 759 9892
Club Instructor Dave London

916 944 3948
New Member
Mentor Kipp Geisler

707 693 1771
Web Master Dudley Dufort

916 991 1266
Newsletter Editor Mike Clancy

415 897 2917
Related Websites

http://www.svss.org
http://www.modelaircraft.org
http://www.silentflight.org

Monthly Meetings
SVSS general membership meet-
ings are usually held each month
in Sacramento, California.  Our
club meetings are open to the pub-
lic, and visitors are always encour-
aged to attend. The meetings are
held on the fourth Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. at SMUD,
6201 S St., Sacramento

Club rules
1.  Have fun.
2.  See rule #1.

AMA
Membership in the Academy of
Model Aeronautics is required prior
to flying in any SVSS organized
event or using any SVSS equip-
ment.

Field
The SVSS flying site is located at
Yolo County Grasslands Regional
Park south of Davis, CA.

Contests
Monthly contests are usually held
on the second Saturday of the
month at 10 a.m.  Beginners and
spectators are always welcome.

Training
Training is usually on the Saturday
following the monthly contest.

Well my wife and I and the Nolte’s have returned from
our Alaskan cruise. It was a great trip. Carol and I made

our first helicopter flight—out to some glaciers. Never
much liked the things but it turned out to be a mar-

velous way to fly. We really enjoyed it. Lots
of airplanes up there. High wing single

engine float planes mostly. Found no hobby
shops or signs of model flying. Victoria B.C. had

a nice hobby shop. They directed me to their local
slope and thermal soaring sites. Neil and
Joan have flown with several of the
Victoria  club’s members at the Northwest
Championship contests.

I received a cd of very nice photos of
last month’s contest from Dave Finberg.
Dave was visiting SVSS to see what we

were all about. I believe we will have a new member shortly. His photo and letter
appear below.

I was sorry to miss the work party/BBQ, but have been diligently working on
the newsletter since I lost two weeks to the cruise. Thanks again to the contribu-
tors who sent text and photos. 

You will be hearing much about our field / financial status in this newsletter
and in the future. As a modeler who has been involved in the acquisition, mainte-
nance, and loss of several flying sites, I must point out how lucky we are to have
our site. I urge everyone to donate what you can. In addition to voluntary dona-
tions I also support an across-the-board assessment of all members. Without a fly-
ing site a club cannot exist.

Not too many years ago at the peak of the Northern California Soaring League,
there were eight clubs with thermal-contest-suitable flying sites. They were North
Bay Soaring Society, South Bay Soaring Society, Silverado Soaring Society, Delta
Soaring Society, Diablo Valley Soaring Society, Modesto RC, Mustang Ranch, and
Sacramento Valley Soaring Society. Now there is only one, and we are it.

We fly expensive airplanes with expensive radios. I for one am willing to spend
a little extra in order to continue to have a nice place to fly these wonderful planes.

Read in this newsletter of our friend Dudley Dufort and follow his fine example
of support for SVSS.

Editor’s Corner
Back  from  Alaska

By Mike Clancy, Editor

Hi, I have built and flown R.C. planes for many years on the slopes in
California. this was my first time attending a club contest featuring an elec-
tric winch. I was very impressed and had a great time watching and talking
to the other glider flyers. I look forward to joining the SVSS soon, and my
first winch launch with my yellow RnR Genesis. My thanks to everyone who
patiently answered my questions and allowed me to take these pictures dur-
ing the competition. I hope you enjoy them.
Best wishes for happy landings. 
Dave Finberg
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Minutes of the SVSS Meeting
May 25, 2005

By Scott Woodward, Secretary

Ron Kucera called the May meeting
to order at 7:07 p.m. with 25 members
present and a new visitor Dave
Finberg.

Old Business
Minutes approved from last month.

New Business

Treasurer’s Report
Out going ..........................$1,768.00
Spring Fling............................910.00
May Contest ...........................208.00
Savings ....................................745.00
Total....................................$3,651.82
Spring Fling mailers went out to 124

clubs and contacts.
Ron hosted a forum discussion for

moving the Spring Fling up 3 or 4
weeks into May and pro and con was
voiced. Item still in discussion.

Frank Schlosser has the T-Shirts
ordered for Spring Fling.

Ron’s students are having long suc-
cessful  flight results with an electric
Easy Star.

Picnic tables where spotted at
Lowe’s for $75 each. We will take this
up in a Board Meeting.

Then we discussed the generosity of
our fellow flyer Dudley Dufort.
Dudley rescued our grass and our
investment in the grass by coming up
with a loan to the club in the amount 
of $3,500 to repair the well pump.
WOW! Thanks Dudley. Thanks from
all were expressed. 

Richard Hanschu chaired the budg-
et discussion and all agreed that we
pay back Dudley as soon as we can
and hope the Horseshoe Club and
Archery Club come through with their
shares. 

Spring Fling budget was outlined
These were close but not final figures.

Battery for Spring Fling  . . . . .$120
Trophies Spring Fling  . . . . . . . .400
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .300
Raffle Seed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400
Porti Potti  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .100
Total  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,320
This leaves us in the range of $2,400

to get started on a payment to Dudley.
Frequency monitors were discussed

in the context of club equipment for
contests. No final decision as to type or
price range but will be explored.

Intermission was followed by some
pictures, shown on the overhead, of
last months thermal contest and
Davenport 2005.

Remember to bring your latest proj-
ect or pictures for show and tell.
Always a highlight.

The raffle was conducted to end the
meeting and I’m sorry I didn’t get win-

Field V.P.
Gives Thanks
To Workers

By Kipp Geisler
Howdy all you workers. Just want-

ed to thank everyone who showed up
and helped out with the work party.
The response was overwhelming and
as I figured, the work got done fast.
You all did an excellent job.

We accomplished all of the goals for
the project and still had plenty of time
for flying and dining. A special
thanks to Ron for organizing the lunch
and Dave for helping with the cook-
ing. Also thanks to Dudley for bring-
ing his MONDO Mower, and manning
it. Thanks to Bob for his mowing dur-
ing the week and Bruce Reed for his 2+
hours on the mower today.

Did you notice how many first sea-
son, new members showed up today?
It’s great to see the support. This is
how we will remain California’s pre-
mier glider club.

Special Thanks
to the Petes

By Ron Kucera
I want to publicly acknowledge and

thank the Dannenfelsers for their
efforts leading up to this year’s Spring
Fling.

Peter Jr. has worked very hard put-
ting the raffle together.  No small task.
The raffle is one of the toughest tasks
for Spring Fling.  Hat in hand, he craft-
ed letters to 130 hobby suppliers ask-
ing for contributions.

Peter Sr., single-handedly folded,
labeled, and stamped those vendor let-
ters. Last week he sent 400 sign-up
forms to pilots who’ve attended
events in Phoenix, Visalia or Fresno.
That’s a lot of work for a guy who’s
over 40 (?? –Ed.).

Thank you gentlemen, for your fine
efforts on behalf of our club.

As an aside.  In an effort to save
labor and money, sign-up forms were
NOT mailed to SVSS members.
Instead, Mike Clancy included one in
the newsletter.  A sign-up is also avail-
able on the club website.

Pleeeease, get yours mailed in early.
It will only take you a couple of min-
utes.  We need to make a public show-
ing that this is a well attended event.
Thanks, Ron

Notice!
SVSS will have

a NEW Mark Tribes

TTEEMMPPEESSTT
as one or our main raffle prizes

at

Spring Fling


