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maturing as THE club on the west
coast.  I also would like to thank all
those who will be working as your
2005 board members.  As you look at
the 2005 board member’s names you
will note that there are several that are
serving for a second, third or more
times to help run your club.  But I was
also pleased to see some new names on
the list.

My priorities for 2005 are fairly
straight forward:

1) Continue and complete the field
modifications as dictated by our lease
agreement with Yolo County. 

2) Encourage and expand the elec-
tric powered segment of our club—to

include more contest oriented flying
and maybe even an area developed for
ROG aircraft. I personally would like
to get into some aero-tow using elec-
tric powered tugs.

3) Increase the participation and vol-
unteerism at all club functions—meet-
ings, contests, fun flies, Spring Fling,
cross country, electric, etc.

I would especially like to encourage
some of our very talented members to
be presenters at our monthly club
meetings (which for 2005 will be on
the fourth Wednesday at the SMUD
building). 

Our hobby is rapidly developing
technologically and I am sure that all
the members would appreciate infor-

Tom Ball, left and Frank Schlosser have collaborated on building this new
contest winner. Let’s see, if they take off that propeller, add a tow hook and
some carbon fiber in the wings . . . nah, I don’t think so. The plane is a 3/4
size Korda Wakefield (rubber powered). The original one flew in 1939, at the
NATS, and set a record of 43:39 which stood for over 40 years.

Welcome one and all to 2005!  I hope
that 2004 was good to all of you.  I
know that in the big, world-wide pic-
ture there have been things going on
that have concerned or maybe even
affected us personally in 2004.  But in
the local view, 2004, all in all, was a
pretty good year for SVSS.

I would like to take this opportunity
to personally thank all the 2004 board
members for a job well done.  How
about all those non-board members
that unselfishly volunteered their time
and sweat to make sure that every-
thing was kept running smoothly in
2004.  I know that we all pay our annu-
al dues ($) but it is those volunteers
that keep SVSS going, growing, and

Club Meeting
•

January 26, 2005
7:00 p.m.

SMUD Building
6201 S Street
Sacramento

•
Program

Bill “Weeds” Rinkleib
Wing Construction

•
Show and Tell & Raffle

•
Please try to attend this meet-
ing. Help operate your Club.
Meet fellow flyers. Win hot
prizes. 

Continued on Page 6
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Purpose
SVSS is a social organization
whose purpose is to promote the
efficient use of radio controlled
model sailplanes. SVSS is an AMA
chartered club (Number 2752).
Membership is open to the general
public.

SVSS Officers for 2005
President Ron Kucera

916 686 2661
Secretary Scott Woodward

916 681 2259
Treasurer Stan Scharosch

916 987 1173
V.P. Competition Scott Meader

916 660 9080
V.P. Field Kipp Geisler

707 693 1771
V.P. Equipment Rich Hanschu

530 759 9892
Club Instructor Dave London

916 944 3948
New Member
Mentor Ron Kucera

916 686 2661
Web Master Dudley Dufort

916 991 1266
Newsletter Editor Mike Clancy

415 897 2917
Related Websites

http://www.svss.org
http://www.modelaircraft.org
http://www.silentflight.org

Monthly Meetings
SVSS general membership meet-
ings are usually held each month
in Sacramento, California.  Our
club meetings are open to the pub-
lic, and visitors are always encour-
aged to attend. The meetings are
held on the fourth Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. at SMUD,
6201 S St., Sacramento

Club rules
1.  Have fun.
2.  See rule #1.

AMA
Membership in the Academy of
Model Aeronautics is required prior
to flying in any SVSS organized
event or using any SVSS equip-
ment.

Field
The SVSS flying site is located at
Yolo County Grasslands Regional
Park south of Davis, CA.

Contests
Monthly contests are usually held
on the second Saturday of the
month at 10 a.m.  Beginners and
spectators are always welcome.

Training
Training is usually on the Saturday
following the monthly contest.

Well here we go again. It’s just past the new year and
I’m finally getting some time to get out and repair some
damaged planes, finish some unfinished planes. And

assemble my new kilobuck contest winner.
I have a new plane with a currently

unpleasant name. It is a “Tsunami” from
Germany. In light of the past month’s terrible

tragedy around the Indian Ocean I considered tak-
ing the name off the wing. Instead I left it as
a reminder of the disaster and sent a check
to the Red Cross. 

Living in earthquake country as we
do—our day may come. So far we’ve been
very lucky. I would like to suggest we 
all do something to help the tsunami 

victims—who knows, someday we may need their help.
Anyhow, the plane is a beauty. Marty Falarski graciously offered to build it for

me but I have a little spare time now and I’m really enjoying putting it together.
I’ve had some very nice comments on the newsletter so I’m going to stick with

the same format and layout I used last year. I am always open to suggestions
and constructive criticism. Once again I thank all the contributors and beg their
continued support.

So Happy New Year to you all. And may you all have great thermals and fan-
tastic landings—which are only slightly less great and fantastic than mine.

Editor’s Corner

Here  We  Go  Again
By Mike Clancy, Editor

Editor Mike Clancy and old buddy Don Doe relax prior to the start of the April
contest this past year. Don sent your editor many of the photos that were
used in 2004.

Jim Rolle with the only thing he 
didn’t crash in 2004. Jim was also
a frequent photo contributor to the
newsletter. Better luck in 2005 Jim.

Here is Peter Dannenfelser II, 2004
Secretary, at the May contest with
his Hera. Pete was always very
prompt with his meeting minutes.


