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President’s Column

I am sorry to start this message on a
sad note but it is my duty to let the
membership know of the passing of
one of its own. On December 24, 2004,
Gerald Berger passed on. Gerald was
a long time member who didn’t do a
lot of flying in his later years but it was
always nice to see him at the field or a
meeting. I have contacted the family
to express our collective condolences
for their loss. At a time convenient to
the family, they would like to see if it
would be possible to sell any of
Gerald’s modeling equipment. So, I
will keep all of you informed.

On January 26 we held the first
meeting of the new year and I have to
say I was really impressed at the turn

By Ron Kucera

out and the lively exchange of infor-
mation and thoughts from our mem-
bers. I would especially like to thank
all the board members that were
able to show up and contribute to
the meeting.

I think the new day (fourth
Wednesday) caught a few off-guard.
There was some discussion of why the
move to that day, but as was discussed
earlier that is all we were offered by
SMUD (but we are grateful for that
because the facilities are great).

One of the main points of discussion
was setting a date for a work day so
that we could finish our shade struc-
ture to include laying a decomposed
granite base and installing two picnic

s

There is an old adage that says always run a contest you can win. Well, won-

- T

der of wonders, Bob McGowan hosted a discuss launch glider (DLG) contest
and he didn’t win it! SVSS’s own Bruce Moore won the event. Don Cohn (left)
Avenger 3rd place, Bruce Moore (center) (Encore) 1st place, and Bob McGowan

(right) (Absalut) 2nd place.

tables and a BBQ pit. Notice I didn’t
mention having to put up any more of
the metal roofing.

After some poor communication
between Frank Schlosser and some of
the membership (ours not Frank’s)
Frank ended up going out to the site
and finishing the job by himself. Even
though Frank doesn’t always dress for
the part, I hope that some of his enthu-
siasm will rub off on many more of the
membership. Most things get done,
not with money, but with dedication
and sweat!

All that being said, a work day has
been scheduled for Saturday, February
19. Dudley has even offered to cook
breakfast / brunch for everybody.

Continued on Page 6

Notice!

SVSS
Club Contest

Saturday March 12
CD Scott Meader
916 966 9080

Pilot’s Meeting 9:45 a.m.
1st Flight, 10:00 a.m.

Events
5, 8, 10, 12 minute, any order

100 point spot landing tape,
front half or back half—tbd.

Points normalized to 1000.

Entry fee: $8.00 or buy season
pass for $64.00.
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Published monthly by the Sacramento
Valley Soaring Society.
Purpose
SVSS is a social organization
whose purpose is to promote the
efficient use of radio controlled
model sailplanes. SVSS is an AMA
chartered club (Number 2752).
Membership is open to the general
public.
SVSS Officers for 2005

President Ron Kucera
916 686 2661
Secretary Scott Woodward
916 681 2259
Treasurer Stan Scharosch

916 987 1173
V.P. Competition Scott Meader
916 660 9080
Kipp Geisler
707 693 1771
Rich Hanschu
530 759 9892
Dave London
916 944 3948

V.P. Field
V.P. Equipment
Club Instructor

New Member

Mentor Ron Kucera
916 686 2661
Web Master Dudley Dufort

916 991 1266
Newsletter Editor Mike Clancy
415 897 2917

Related Websites

http:/ /www.svss.org
http:/ /www.modelaircraft.org
http:/ /www.silentflight.org

Monthly Meetings
SVSS general membership meet-
ings are usually held each month
in Sacramento, California. Our
club meetings are open to the pub-
lic, and visitors are always encour-
aged to attend. The meetings are
held on the fourth Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. at SMUD,
6201 S St., Sacramento

Club rules

1. Have fun.
2. See rule #1.

AMA
Membership in the Academy of
Model Aeronautics is required prior
to flying in any SVSS organized
event or using any SVSS equip-
ment.

Field
The SVSS flying site is located at
Yolo County Grasslands Regional
Park south of Davis, CA.

Contests

Monthly contests are usually held

on the second Saturday of the

month at 10 a.m. Beginners and

spectators are always welcome.
Training

Training is usually on the Saturday

following the monthly contest.

Editor’s Corner

How About Some New Flyers?
By Mike Clancy, Editor

This month I'm climbing on the soapbox to promote
SVSS. We have some terrific flyers and builders that
attend our contests and club meetings who are not
members. The most important are the two young-
__— sters that Bob McGowan brings to our meets,
' J namely Allen and Robin McGowan. I would
really like to see them join SVSS and compete for
our season championships. As for their father,
Bob, he’s been beating me for about 25 years
now, so the heck with him. Just joking, I'd
ayizlove to see Bob competing within the
: ?»ﬂ club—especially since he isn’t in my class.
) &-ﬁj Also the same thoughts apply to
A B —

Charlie Tasto and his son Nick.

Eventually we will have Scott
Meader’s two boys and that will also be a help to the club. Wouldn't it be nice to
get kids out flying model airplanes instead of having them home playing violent
computer games and watching TV.

Another idea I find interesting is more women pilots. Currently we have Joan
Nolte and Robin McGowan. Surely we have some more wives, daughters, sisters,
and girl friends who might be enticed to give soaring a try. Back in the late 70’s and
early 80’s soaring had a group called WINGS (women in national glider soaring)
that was quite active. It would be nice to see something like that again.

So bring some nonflying friends and relatives, especially youngsters, and maybe
we can hook ‘em up to this wonderful sport.

Scott Meader has sent the information on our first club contest. Come on out and
try out our new pilot classifications — it should be interesting.

Hand/Discuss Launch Soaring
In the East Bay

I received this email from Bob
McGowan. It relates to his recent DLG
contest and DLG flying in general. Bob’s
information on soaring is always quite
valuable.

I forgot to mention it, but if you do
put something in about our contest,
please mention that we will be hold-
ing another one this spring and SVSS
is invited.

Mike, In your other note you asked about
DLG recommendations: This are
some of my favorites: I listed them
close to price order. The bottom one is
almost as good (hundreds less) and it
is what I'm getting AJ next. Most of
these are bagged wings.

The Absalut is hollow molded. I

I though it might be newsworthy to
report that one of your club members
came to Fremont and cleaned our
clocks! We held a discuss launch glid-
er contest in Fremont on January 17th,
the “DLG Winter Fest.” Bruce Moore
was the 1st place winner representing

SVSS very well indeed. have one, it's great, but fragile.
For more details about this contest, The Photon might be of interest to
go to http:/ /bayrc.com. you. It's said to be able to catch

lighter/lower thermals than any, but
the big throwers like an aileron ship
for towering launches.

I have been checking out the
newsletters on line and noticed we
make the news once in

awhile —thanks. Encore; XP4; Taboo (currently not

taking additional orders; Photon;

I'm g¢lad you are probably going to
ey b Y Bons Absalut, Eponea; Longshot

give Bruce’s great performance some

coverage. I think several of the other And thanks for the photos you

contestants are SVSS also (long dis- attached,
tance members). Kasra for sure and
perhaps Paul F and Mike M. Bob
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Minutes of the SVSS Meeting , January 26, 2005

President Ron Kucera brings the
first business meeting of 2005 to order
at 7:05 p.m. with thirty one members
and guests in attendance. New mem-
bers in attendance include Tom Sharer,
Scott Shackelford, Lorne Tucker (thank
you for the carbon fiber) and Ed
Granger. Ed is from the Syracuse area
and is a retired optical physicist (think
Hubble) with 63 years of modeling
experience. Wow!

The minutes and Stan Scharosch’s
report were approved without com-
ment. The treasury balance is $3,103.57.

Old/New Business

Richard Hanschu reports work is
ongoing and double solenoids will be
installed on club winches along with
warning lights. Flyers will have dou-
ble redundancy for winch run-a-way!
Congrats Richard.

Richard also says if you switch out
the batteries on the cart with the fresh
ones hook up the dead ones to the
solar charger. Turn off the master
switch and then reset after battery
hookup.

Kipp Geisler reports field has new
Burrowing Owl relocation project
habitat marked by 1”x 1” wooden
stakes. We’ll get orange ribbons on
them soon and flyers beware on the
approach to the east edge of the
mowed surface.

Ron Kucera will be forming up a
volunteer mowing team comprised of
anyone willing to get checked out on
our new twin blade mower. Maybe
eight hours to mow everywhere.

Ron would like help with the world
famous monthly contest BBQ. Contests
take on a truly relaxed atmosphere
and everyone is already enthused.

Classifications will comprise of
Sportsman, Expert, and Master classes
this year in the monthly contest. Hope
is the expert class will get new interest.
Before next season the changes will be
evaluated.

Peter Dannenfelser Il reminds us we
have four months remaining on our lease
deadline to complete improvements.
Work party will convene February 19th
at the field to set wooden footboards and
spread decomposed granite under the
new shade structure.

Board members will research cost and
material lists for two large picnic tables to
be installed after granite. Thought is to
have them be too large to be carried off.
Final decision set for next board meeting.

By Scott Woodward, Secretary

Indoor electric flyers are working on
possible dates for use of Sutter
Landing facility located at 28th and C
Street. Further notice to come.

Tentative Spring Fling date of June
25 & 26 proposed along with
Montague June 11 & 12.

Seminar

Bill “Weeds” Rinklieb and Dave
London gave a thorough presentation
of techniques and tricks for cutting
foam cores and vacume bagging. Tips
included ways to save on materials,
layup schedules, spar construction,
control surface options, servo installa-
tion, using Mylar and ABS sheets, and
use of guides and jigs to make accurate
wings. Weeds and Dave have been
bagging composite wings for around
12 years and have made improve-
ments with each new project.

Their Peregrine and cross country
designs use cutting edge technologies
that have unique challenges. Both
guys are a tremendous resource for
our club members.

Thanks to those who bring in their
models and share them. Their stories
are always a highlight of the meetings.

Show and Tell

Mike Clancy brought two American
Junior Fireball control line Kits to
share. This Olson .23 ignition engine
powered model provided many young
modelers of the 40’s, their first success-
ful flights. A 1945 kit Mike was given
is original and complete, down to the
decal sheet and instructions. Its fea-
tures included a solid balsa fuselage
and a built up wing. It originally sold

for $4.95 and today could go for $500
or considerable higher on Ebay. Mike
says this collectors kit is a museum
piece and will never be built.

The second kit was a reproduction
of the original design that featured a
flawless fiberglass fuse and laser cut
balsa parts. It sells for $250 and will
possibly be built. Mike says antique
class engines perform better now than
ever due to improved battery and elec-
tronic technology. Some have glow
conversions and some still use points,
coils and variable timing. Anyone
have a DVD of antique class ships to
show at the next intermission?

Scott Allen brought his stick framed
vintage 1956 Bergfalke 55 nostalgic
two seat scale project. The fuse was
around 8 feet long and featured beau-
tifully trussed construction. Scott will
bring the project back in the future for
progress review. This glider will have
a 17’ wingspan. The fuse has a trick
hinged canopy set up framed in
already. Scott is working with other
local aero tow enthusiasts to find a
venue for an aero tow field. Some
promise of a Woodland area field is
growing.

Raffle

Ticket sales where brisk as a table
full of various surplus shirts and cash
certificates where up for grabs. Sales of
shirts went well also. Dudley Dufort
had his luck going and won $75 dol-
lars in gift certificates. Income was
high enough to secure a good prize
group for next month. Don’t miss the
next meeting!

What a great turnout for a hand launched glider contest in January!

Fourteen pilots are shown here (including a couple of juniors). The contest
was put on by Bob McGowan in Fremont, the weather cooperated and every-
one had a fine time. Several SVSSers attended. Bruce Moore was the winner.
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