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Presidentôs Message 
By Marty Falarski 

Happy Holidays to all of you and donôt forget the SVSS Annual Awards dinner will be December 

12 at the Cattlemenôs Restaurant in Dixon. Send in your $30 to Ron Kucera to reserve your place 

for this great event. Trophies will be handed out to this yearôs class winners, they are: 

Expert: Steve Henke, 

Gray Cup: Neil Nolte with an amazing average of 98.12, 

Sportsman: Bob Film, 

Master: Mart Falarski 

We are also presenting the Eagle Award to the club member who has done the most to help the club 

this last year. I had many candidates to choose from but I think you will agree with the choice for 

this yearôs winner, come to the dinner and find out.   

I want to take a minute to thank all of the individuals who worked as club officers this last year, 

Stan, Kipp, Jim, Jonathan, Rich, Bill, Dudley Cameron and Dave. They all did an outstanding job 

this last year for SVSS. It has been my pleasure to work with all of them.  We have elected the fol-

lowing individuals as the club officers for 2010: President: Mart Falarski 

Treasure: Stan Scharosch 

Secretary: Mike Myers 

VP Contest: Jim Rolle 

VP Equipment: Jonathan Heritage 

VP Field: Rich Beardsley & Kipp Geisler 

Safety Officer: Rich Beardsley 

Editor: Dudley Dufort 

Club Instructors: Cameron Clarke & Dave London 

Congratulations to all of these individuals for their desire to help the club by working as club offi-

cers.  

Donôt forget to come out this Saturday 12/5 for Bruce Mooreôs annual  

Toys for Tots ToyFly and hamburger eating contests. Bruce has been doing this for a number of 

years and it is always a great way to get into the holiday spirit. The entry fee is an unwrapped toy 

worth over $19.95. The contest is fly one hour with the fewest number of landings or one hour fly-

ing 3, 6, 9, 12, 15 and 18 minute flights with bragging rights if you do it in that order. Bruce will be 

at the field collecting gifts this Saturday regardless of the weather, so come on out and have some 

fun, eat some hamburgers and help make a lot of kids happy this year. 

Finally I want to congratulate Kai yang on his win at the last contest, he scored a 4372 out of 4400 

points in what was marginal conditions at best. His present for that win is a promotion to Expert 

class next year. 

My best to all of you for an excellent 2009 at SVSS! 
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Are We Done Yet? 

And yet another year draws to a close. Didnôt we just cele-

brate New Yearôs?  ñIt ainôt over till the fat lady singsò.   

There are still two events remaining before we close out 2009.  

The first is Bruce Mooreôs annual Toy Fly to benefit impover-

ished children who might not know the joy of Christmas if not 

for the generosity of others.  The Marine Corps Reserve will 

help us again this year to distribute our gifts to needy children 

in Yolo County.  Please bring an un-wrapped toy worth at 

least $20 to the field this Saturday.  Your gift will serve as 

your entry fee to Bruceôs contest and all the hamburgers you 

can eat. 

Letsô Party 

The SVSS Christmas Party and Award's Banquet is on Satur-

day December 12th at 5 PM at Cattlemanôs in Dixon.  Kipp 

Geisler canôt complain about the location.  We owe a debt of 

gratitude to past president Ron Kucera for his efforts in ar-

ranging the dinner and designing the trophies.  Itôs not too late 

to join the festivities.  Contact Ron at 916-686-2661 for reser-

vations. 

Last Month 

The Dust Devils took top honors at the Cross Country contest 

in California Valley.  Scott Woodward and yours truly did 

well enough on Saturdayôs distance task that a mediocre finish 

on Sunday still kept us in first place for the overall win.  Great 

flying and great food.  Cal Val just keeps getting better.  

Looks like I missed a challenging finish to the contest year.  

From what Iôve heard and read, the club contest was a howl-

ing success. 

Muchas Gracias 
Thanks to the continuing and new club officers.  We all have 

pretty full lives with the economy and all.  Those who take 

time out of their busy lives to maintain the momentum of this 

great club deserve our appreciation. 

New Toys 

Please send photos and captions of your new toys or projects 

for inclusion in the newsletter. 
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Stan Scharosch 
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Jim Rolle 

707-762-5447 

Rich Beardsley 
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Cameron Clarke 
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The Eagleôs Nest 
Published monthly by the Sacramento Valley 

Soaring Society. 

Purpose 

Founded in 1989, SVSS is a social organiza-

tion whose purpose is to promote the safe 

and skillful operation of radio controlled 

model sailplanes.  SVSS is an AMA char-

tered club,  number 2752. Membership is 

open to the general public. 

Monthly Meetings 

SVSS general membership meetings are held 

at the SVSS field.  They follow the nine 

monthly club contest on alternate months 

beginning in March.  If the club contest is 

postponed so is the meeting.  Our meetings 

are open to the public and visitors are always 

welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Contests 

Monthly contests are held on the second Sat-

urday of the month at 10:00 AM.  Beginners 

and spectators are always welcome. 

 AMA  

Membership in the Academy of Model Aero-

nautics is required prior to flying in any 

SVSS organized event or using and SVSS 

equipment. 

Club Rules 
1. Have fun 

2. See rule #1 

Editorôs Corner 

 
By Dudley Dufort 
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SVSS Key Dates 

Toy Fly 12/5 

Awards Banquet 12/12 

 

Happy Birthdays 
Roger Lackey 12/4 

Jeff Yee 12/8 

Kyle Frye 12/11 

Jimmy Durham 12/11 

Brian Bankstron 12/17 

Brad Allen 12/18 

Axle Griess 

Steve Drivon 

Ray McGowan 12/29 

Jeff Nowell 12/31 

 

December 2009 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

Toy Fly 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Awards  

Banquet 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Speak Up! 
 

Your club officers are seeking input from YOU on events youôd 

like to see throughout next year.  If you have a particular inter-

est that youôd like to see promoted, now is the time to speak up.  

Donôt wait until the end of next year and complain about what 

didnôt happen.  If youôd like to see more fun flys, electric con-

test, aero tow or sack races contact Jim Rolle or any club officer 

and get it on the calendar. 

 

Membership Dues are Due! 

 
Donôt forget that your membership in SVSS expires on the last 

day of 2009 as well as your pass to the Grasslands Regional 

Park.  Visit the club website, print a copy of the membership 

form and get it in the mail if you want a parking pass for Janu-

ary. 
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SVSS Preliminary Financial Statement
December, 31 2006

Checking Acc. Description Income Debits

Starting Balance $2,852.51

 Income;

Year end Dinner $856.00

2007 Dues $255.00

Total $1,111.00

$3,963.51

Expenditures;

Field Supplies $66.31

Trophies (year end ) $279.44

Year end Dinner $984.16

Porta Potty    (Monthly Service) 122.03

Total $1,451.94

Ending Balance $2,511.57

Increase/decrease in operating funds ($340.94)

SVSS Annual Toy Fly - December 5th 
 

 

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving this year.  Iôm pleased to announce our annual great 

soaring (flying) fun-fly. Bring out all the toys you love to fly and a small gift for a needy child. We 

are going to donate to the Yolo county Marine Reserves again this year.  The Toy Fly entry fee is 

an unwrapped toy worth $19.95 or more. 

 

There are two challenges that you may choose from this year:  

1. Fly for one hour with the fewest number of landings. The tie breaker will be the longest first 

flight.  

 

2. Choose the 3 minute ladder challenge: 3, 6, 9, 12, 15 and 18 = 63 minutes. Bragging rights if you 

can do the ladder in 6 flights. No tie breaker  If the contest can not be held on Dec 5th, because of 

weather, we will still be out at the field to receive your donations.  

 

Please pass this notice on to members who do not have email access or do not subscribe to this list.  

 

Weôre looking forward to another fantastic turnout from all members and friends in SVSS and be-

yond.  

 

Thanks everyone  Bruce  
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California Valley Cross Country 
By Steve Henke 

The Fall Cal Valley event was great. First thing I noticed when I got there was all the new doors on the rooms (sort of 

missed the rustic feel of the kicked in door on my old room). Food was fantastic and CHEAP just like the spring event. 

We rented the restaurant again and restaurant rental plus meals was only $20 per person for the entire weekend. Bill 

Curry and I (newly formed team Windward) arrived around noon on Friday to attempt his 10K LSF5 task but the north 

wind picked up and conditions were not in our favor. Saturday was a speed task but turned into a distance task due the 

wind and length of the course (70 miles). All eight teams managed to get off the field around 11am to noon. Thermals 

were slow to start and topped at around 300-400 meters but on course things developed a little more and we hit 600 

meters a couple of times. It was all good till just after the transmission lines next to the soda lake when a south head-

wind about 10mph suddenly developed. My team was flying Greg Norsworthy's backup RES had been leapfrogging 

Ellias most of the course but when we hit the wind our ground speed slowed to around 10mph. I found a good thermal 

but it blew me to the limits of my vision up the valley to the northwest, then I chased another one about 1/2 a mile 

down the road in the opposite direction only to arrive back at the original point with even less altitude than we started 

with. I decided to just go for distance (wrong decision) and it was all over for us at turn point F at around 11 or 12 

miles (good enough for 3rd). Ellias drove by as we were packing up (great if you are the one flying, not great if you are 

the one watching the other team go by). Turns out he only made it another two tenths of a mile with his MXC so you 

know conditions were tough. Then Dudley passed by and I figured he was doomed as well as he was only around 200 

meters or so battling the headwind. Turns out he and Scott somehow managed another 8 miles by chasing thermal after 

thermal by backtracking downwind. That takes a lot of patience not to mention confidence and turned out to be the 

winning strategy. With 20 miles Dudley's team (Dust Devils) stomped the rest of us and no one could make up the dif-

ference in the speed task on Sunday. 

 

Sunday's speed task were ideal conditions with little to no wind. Unfortunately Rich Beardsley suffered radio failure 

and crashed his MXC at the start. The remaining 7 teams all got on course around noon or 1pm and it was a real race. 

Everyone finished the 18 mile course (many did two laps) which is important due to the severe penalty if you don't 

finish with the FAI scoring Ellias was using for this contest. Thermals were the strongest we'd seed all weekend, my 

team hit 700+ meters a couple times and bailed with the thermal still going strong. Dean Gradwell told me they were 

over 800 meters a few times. That's the problem with speed task on a shorter course in good conditions, you cant wait 

around in thermals. The final "sled ride" was great fun, we passed the finish line at 30ft high and 45 mph directly 

abreast of my truck and I nearly smacked right into the big maple tree next to the restaurant and barely managed to sort 

of pylon turn that big RES to avoid disaster. Dean Gradwell was watching and told me he heard it nick the branch 

twigs. Not a smart move with a borrowed glider. Our time was 1 hour 5 minutes. Rich Spicer blew around the course 

with his MXC in 46 minutes which was the winning time. He told me he hit something like 80mph on the final dash to 

the finish. 

 

All in all it was a great weekend. I was happy with 5th place overall for a brand new team with a borrowed RES. I did-

n't take video this time but for anyone who's never been there you can get a feel for it with my last report of the spring 

event here:  

 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1056152 

 

Weôll see everyone at Montague next spring 

 

Steve 
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November Club Meeting 

Start Time:  1:05 p.m., 28 members present 
 
Old Business  
 
Treasurerôs Report 
 
The starting balance for October was $9,034.52.  Income was $236.00, expenses $1,750.20.  The ending 
balance is $7,520.32.  Major expenses included the mower repairs, web site renewal fees and the deposit 
for the Annual Awards Banquet. 
 
The prior meeting notes for Julyôs minutes were approved and are posted in the newsletter.  The September 
minutes will be posted in the next newsletter 
 
Parking Passes 
 
The Yolo County parking passes for our site will expire on December 31, 2009.  If you renew your SVSS 
membership prior to January 1, 2010, you will get another parking pass for 2010.   
 
Equipment Report 
 
Jim Thomas sold the club a new winch.  Jim Thompson donated a winch, and Lee Cooper will be donating 
two winches.   
 
The members voted favorably for Jonathan to spend up to $300 for the purchase of a new set of bearings 
for the winches or to purchase SBSS winches.  Scott Meador will talk to the former SBSS Board about ac-
quiring some of their old winches.   
 
New Business  
 
This yearôs awards banquet will be held on Saturday, December 12 at Cattlemanôs in Dixon.  The menu has 
been posted in the newsletter. Currently, only 16 members have signed up and we need 20-25 for the ban-
quet. You do not have to order your meal in advance.  
 
A vote was taken for the new SVSS 2010 club officers as follows: 
 
Marty Falarski ï President 
Stan Scharosch ï Treasurer 
Mike Myers ï Secretary 
Jonathan Heritage ï VP Equipment 
Rich Beardsley/Kipp Geisler ï VP Field  
Jim Rolle ï VP Contests 
Rich Beardsley ï Safety Officer 
Dudley Dufort ï Editor 
Cameron Clark/Dave London ï Instructors 
 
The following members voted by proxy: 
Tom Ball, Peter Dannenfelser, Sr., Dudley Dufort, Cameron Clark 
 
It was a unanimous vote for the nominated 2010 club officers. 
 
The next club meeting will be held in March, 2010 following the first club contest.  The meeting adjourned at 
1:17 p.m. 
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Reno Air Races 
By Rich Beardsley 

 

Reno was a very good and very dis-

tressing year, this year.  My qualifica-

tion was the best it has ever been.  I 

finally broke 180mph with an 181+ 

mph.  The qualifying day ended up 

being perfect weather and I flew a very 

tight line, resulting in my best qualify-

ing speed.  My student of three years 

ago (I am a race instructor during the 

Pylon Race School for rookies to pylon 

racing) Casey Ericson, a girl with a 

great Pitts, was two miles an hour 

slower than I, but her aircraft acceler-

ated off the start line faster than mine.  

I needed five miles an hour on her to 

make a clean pass, and I only had two.  

In both heats and in the final trophy 

race, she beat me by less than a spinner 

length (see the picture taken by Kip).  I 

tried everything I know to get around 

her, to no avail. I suppose the answer is 

I am a great instructor. The weather 

was perfect all week; I had a great time 

and ended up 5th in the Silver Class. 

 

I usually arrive at the airport on the 

Thursday before race week to prep the 

Smith for Tec Inspection and the 

obligatory polishing and pit racing. Sunday is the first day on the course for practice. Monday, Tuesday, and Wednes-

day morning are reserved for qualifying. The heat races are the rest of the week and finals are on Saturday and Sunday. 

If you just want to see some great airplanes and watch them qualify, Monday and Tuesday are usually free. 

 

The Sport Biplane Class is allowed 24 aircraft to qualify, so if there are 26 entrants you have to be one of the fastest 24 

to race. There are three divisions, the Gold (fastest 8), the Silver (next fastest 8) and the Bronze (the slowest 8). So far I 

have never failed to qualify in the top 24. 

 

My first few years at the races, I was a Bronze Class Bipe. My first year at Reno was 1999 and my qualifying speed 

was a paltry 132. Since then I have made many changes to reach this years speed of 181+, see my web site for other 

pictures and details. Www.N774rb.com  

 

The races are normally on the second week of September, you can goggle Reno National Championship Air Races go 

to the website and get the exact dates as well as the Air Show performers and daily race schedule.   

 

I will miss next year as Susan is having a significant anniversary of her 29th birthday on September 14th.  Her wish is to 

spend it in France, drinking champagne, and I would like to visit the beaches at Normandy, to walk on the sands where 

all those brave men gave their lives for us. 

Rich (on top) in a tight turn, ñdukinô it outô with a former student, Ca-

sey  Ericson.  Thanks Kipp Geisler for a great photo. 



 

 

SVSS Newsletter Editor 

Dudley Dufort 

5820 W. 6th Street 

Rio Linda, CA 95673 

The SVSS Flying Site is locate at Yolo County Grasslands Regional Park, south of Davis, CA. 

 

Lat: 38* 29' 49" N,  Long: 121* 41' 28" W  

 

Directions:  From I-80, take the Mace Blvd. exit.  Go south on Mace Blvd. 3.8 miles to the intersec-

tion of Tremont Rd.  Turn left (east) on the gravel driveway and drive past the horseshoe and archery 

areas road to the field. 

 

Shortcut from eastbound I-80:  From I-80 take the Pedrick Road exit.  Follow the frontage road 

eastbound on the south side of I-80 for 0.8 miles.  Turn right on Tremont Rd.  Follow Tremont for 

5.4 miles.  Cross Mace Blvd and enter Grasslands Regional Park.  


