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President’s Message

As 1 sit in my office writing this
month’s message, I am looking outside
at the nice southwesterly breeze blow-
ing. In my mind I can feel the cool
delta breeze in my face. That is until I
step outside to feed the dog and the
thermometer in the shade of my patio
reads around a hundred degrees!
Man, the last three weeks of July have
been way too hot. Even the winds
have been hot. But I have gotten a
chance to go out several Fridays this
month and meet with the “Friday go to
flyin”” group. All in all, the morning
flying has been nothing short of great:
Boomer thermals to be had just about
any place in the sky—and nice cool
breezes until about noon or 1 p.m.
And the bugs are history for another
year!!!

For all of you who missed this last
membership meeting, you missed one

By Ron Kucera

great meeting. It really reminded me
of the meetings we used to have when
we first started meeting at SMUD.
What made it so great was the partici-
pation of the members in the meet-
ing —they were the meeting. I think in
this day of e-mails, instant messaging,
and Googling, we forget too easily
how great it is to share, in person, our
hobby with one another —our newest
project, our clever fix for that pesky
problem, secrets of a beautiful model
finish, or something we heard or read
about that somebody else in Timbuktu
did. To me that is the “modeling” por-
tion of our hobby. Yeah, we love to
launch right into that thermal and fly
like there is no tomorrow, but that
working with our hands and minds is
hard to beat. SVSS, keep up the good
works.

We also had a chance to talk about
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July contest winners: Andrew Ouellet—1st Place Sportman, Scott Meader—

2nd Place Master, Kasra Nagshineh—1st Place Expert, Jim Thomas—I1st
Place Master, Mike Clancy—3rd Place Grey Cup, Richard Hanschu—3rd Place
Master, Jim Rolle—2nd Place Expert, Joan Nolte—2nd Place Grey Cup, Neil
Nolte—1st Place Grey Cup, Dave Finberg—3rd Place Expert.

the success of Spring Fling 2005. We
were able to put a couple of thousand
dollars into the SVSS coffers. I was
also able to report that SVSS members
have so far donated about $1,500 to the
well repair fund. If you haven’t yet
had a chance to make your donation,
the club could still use it as the other
two clubs at the Grasslands Park
haven’t yet come up with any funds.
(I'll be working on that particular issue
in the first couple of weeks of August.)
Whether or not those funds come to
fruition, we still need to make paying
back our benefactor (read Dudley
Dufort) the money still owed as our
club’s primary concern. If money from
the other clubs is not forthcoming in a
timely manner, I will make a motion at
the next club meeting to make another
payment from our treasury in the
amount of $1,200 as our second install-

Continued on Page 8

Notice!
SVSS

Club Contest

Saturday August 13
CD Ron Kucera
Pilot’s Meeting 9:45 a.m.
1st Flight, 10:00 a.m.
Events
2,3,3,4,4,5 minute precision
In listed order
Runway Center-line Landings
Explanation at pilots meeting

Points normalized to 1000
Entry fee: $8.00




The Eagle’s Nest

Published monthly by the Sacramento
Valley Soaring Society.
Purpose
SVSS is a social organization
whose purpose is to promote the
efficient use of radio controlled
model sailplanes. SVSS is an AMA
chartered club (Number 2752).
Membership is open to the general
public.
SVSS Officers for 2005

President Ron Kucera
916 686 2661
Secretary Scott Woodward
916 681 2259
Treasurer Stan Scharosch

916 987 1173
Scott Meader
916 660 9080
Kipp Geisler
707 693 1771
Rich Hanschu
530 759 9892
Dave London
916 944 3948
Kipp Geisler
707 693 1771
Dudley Dufort
916 991 1266
Mike Clancy
415 897 2917

Related Websites

http:/ /www.svss.org
http:/ /www.modelaircraft.org
http:/ /www.silentflight.org

Monthly Meetings
SVSS general membership meet-
ings are usually held each month
in Sacramento, California. Our
club meetings are open to the pub-
lic, and visitors are always encour-
aged to attend. The meetings are
held on the fourth Wednesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. at SMUD,
6201 S St., Sacramento

Club rules

1. Have fun.
2. See rule #1.

AMA
Membership in the Academy of
Model Aeronautics is required prior
to flying in any SVSS organized
event or using any SVSS equip-
ment.

V.P. Competition
V.P. Field

V.P. Equipment
Club Instructor

New Member
Mentor
Web Master

Newsletter Editor

Field

The SVSS flying site is located at
Yolo County Grasslands Regional
Park south of Davis, CA.

Contests
Monthly contests are usually held
on the second Saturday of the
month at 10 a.m. Beginners and
spectators are always welcome.

Training
Training is usually on the Saturday
following the monthly contest.

Editor’s Corner
The (Down) Winds of Summer

By Mike “Hike” Clancy, Editor

Many years ago when radio control became available
to the masses, I gave up free flight in favor of rc. One of

the reasons for dropping free flight was the long down-
wind walks, and the subsequent return. Some of these
walks were over and through, plowed fields,

ditches, rocks, ponds, etc. Difficult at times
and certainly not much fun.

Well, the true-blue free flighters, rather than

switch disciplines, began using motor scoot-
ers to retrieve their planes; so now they no
longer make the down-wind walk. (As a
" matter of interest, the free flight communi-
ty in the U.S. has the largest collection of
old Honda 90’s in the world.)

Now, while the FF’ers no longer walk
down wind to retrieve their planes, it
seems that many rc sailplane pilots —your editor being a notable member of that
group—have preserved this “enjoyable” aspect of model flying. Nowadays it is no
longer called “aircraft retrieval,” but the “walk of shame.”

I am going to typeset a note and glue it to my planes. It will read . . .

Dear Mike,

Don't fly so far down wind that you can’t get back — been there, done that, dummy!
That thermal you are following ain’t gonna get you high enough to get back.

When you leave that “sucker” thermal, you will have to fly through all the sink that it
created.

There are many bad things for your airplane to hit, out there.

There are many bad things you will have to climb over, out there.

There are many bad things that will hide your plane, out there.

There are many bad people waiting to insult you when you return from, out there.

Use the wonderful technology you possess to keep you from landing, out there. And that
includes your slightly reduced function, brain!

If you can’t follow these suggestions you, better go buy a Honda 90.

Nice shot sent in by Ron Kucera. This is Bill, Dave and Ken’s new thermal
duration design sailplane being launched by “Weeds,” on its maiden flight.
Flight was very successful and the plane has lots of potential. It thermals
well and has very calm stall characteristics.
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Minutes of the Meeting, SVSS, July 27, 2005

Call to Order
20 members present.

No new members or visitors.

Old Business
Spring Fling: was a success, we
cleared $2,291 after expenses.

Monthly Statement: Ending Balance
$2,984.

Donations of $1,250 have been made
to pay for the well/pump replacement.

Current number of members is 106.

Due to deadlines, Mike Clancy
needs newsletter reports in a timely
manner. The 4th Wednesday meeting
date makes it difficult to get the
newsletter done prior to the contest.

Different opinions on music played
during Spring Fling. Most liked it, a
few (older dudes) didn't like it.

Star thistle is abundant—we will
work on mowing winch areas again.

New lease agreement: President Ron
has spoken with the county and they
expect good quality tables and BBQ
pits. They want to give their approval
before we install them.

Ron Kucera has researched these:
BBQ pits; About $150.00 each.

6-foot tables; steel and plastic, cost
$550.00-$605.00 each plus $200.00 ship-
ping.

Ron recommends we start buying
them rather than wait until they're all
due at next lease renewal. We need 4
per our lease.

Discussed possibilities of keeping
our containers where they are and
building a roof and fence to give the
appearance of a “shed.” County seems
willing to accept this.

*Motion approved to buy 1 table
and 1 BBQ pit now. There is a current
deal for free shipping on the table. A
$200 saving.

Starting early 2006, Proposition 40
money will become available.

New Business

A new order of Spring Fling t-shirts
has been placed. We will have 24 avail-
able for sale.

Show and Tell

Scott Allen—Bergfalke scalesailplane.
It has been towed. It has a 200"
wingspan and weighs 17 Ibs. Covered
with “Icarus” ripstop nylon. Will get
towed at our field behind an electric
tow plane. Scott says he will will fly it

By Kipp Geisler, Acting Secretary

at the scale aerotow at Montague this
fall.

Bill Curry—Gas powered scratch
built control line precision aerobatic
stunt ship. Plane is an “Ares.” It uses I-
beam wing construction, carbon rod/
balsa spars. Powered with a Jett.40
engine. Covered with silkspan and
dope with a PPG clearcoat finish.
Weighs 58 oz. Flies on 70 foot lines.

Dave Finberg-Spirit Elite ARF glid-
er. It has been modified per the inter-
net: 1) lighter pushrods (pull-pull)
with Kevlar thread and 2) carbon
pushrod sleeves on elevators. Plane
weighs 73 0z, wing span is 2 meters.

Peter Dannenfelser, Sr.Biplane
park flyer. Costs $50 with motor. It
weighs 7 oz. Indestructible. Kit is a
“GWS Tiger Moth.” Good flyer, very
enjoyable.

SVSS’s Hero of Spring Fling. Rich
Hanschu hard at work.

Ron Kucera—Frequency scanner.
Scans every 15 seconds. It's a Hobild
(sp.?), costs $50 at R/C Country. Ron
also showed a Twin Zagi—lots of car-
bon spars and twin speed 400 motors.

Bill Rinkleib—3.3 meter scratch built
glider. 3 piece wing. Fuselage is home-
made. Plane is called the “Habu.”

Ed Grange—Homemade battery
tester. Measures voltage and current
using a switch.

Raffle

Joan Nolte won 3 prizes, Neil Nolte
won 1 (I think a $25 R/C Country
card), Bill Gore won the $50 R/C
Country card and Bill Rinkleib won
the $75 R/C Country card.

Weed’s new plane. It is very nice but
check out the sexy legs!
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